
  
1030 Front Street, P.O. Box 40 

Brooten, MN 56316 
 

Office: 320-346-2869  
 Fax: 320-346-2410 

www.nfcrwd.org       nfcrwsd@tds.net 
 

  Regular Meeting – Agenda 
June 14, 2021 

Located at: 1030 Front Street at 7:00 p.m. 
This is an in-person meeting.  

Agenda Codes: BA-Board Action Required, D-Discussion Item 

Time   
Packet 
Page BA / D 

     
7:00 1. Call to Order – President Brauchler   

     

 2. Oath of Office – Jim Barchenger  D 
     
 3. Reorganization of the Board  BA 
     
 4. Review & Approve Agenda - President Brauchler   

 Additional items or correction to be added to the agenda for action or 
information. 

  

  

 5. Consent Agenda Items (All items approved by one motion)  BA 
 Treasurer’s Report and Bills to June 14, 2021.   
 a.  Check Register  - 106 Bonanza Checking Acct Page 1  
 b. P & L Detail – All Accounts Page 3  
 c. Balance Sheet – All Accounts Page 8  
     

6. Minutes   
 a. May 10, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes Page 10 BA 
     
   

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
 7. Staff Reports 

 a. Administrator’s Report – Cris Skonard 
 1. BerganKDV Audit Report  D/BA 
 2. Activities  D/BA 
 3. Lake Koronis Appeal – Kurt Deter  D/BA 
 4. Rice Lake - Update  D/BA 
 5. 1W1P - Update Page 14 D/BA 
 6. Additional Business  D/BA 
     
 b. Watershed Project Coordinator’s Report – Christopher Lundeen 
 1. Additional Business  D 
     

 c. Funds Manager / Administrative Assistant’s Report – Christine Knutson 
 1. As reported in Financial Statements   
     

http://www.nfcrwd.org/


  
1030 Front Street, P.O. Box 40 

Brooten, MN 56316 
 

Office: 320-346-2869  
 Fax: 320-346-2410 

www.nfcrwd.org       nfcrwsd@tds.net 
 

Time   
Packet 
Page BA / D 

 8. Program Reports 
 a. Permit Report  - None  D/BA 
     
 b. Drainage Report – Cris Skonard  

 1. JD 1:Update: Joe Lewis  D/BA 
 2. CD 37: Update: Kurt Deter  D/BA 
 3. Ditch Spraying Page 22 D/BA 
 4. Other Ditch Business -  D/BA 
     
 c.  Board Member Reports 
   

 9. Items for Next Meeting Agenda 
   
 10. Open Discussion from the Public 
  Opportunity for the public to address the NFCRWD Board of Managers. 
   

 11. Calendar Review 

 Meeting Date Meeting Description Meeting Location Meeting Time 
 Thu, Jun 17 WPLMN Virtual 8:15 am 
 Thu, Jun 17 1W1P-TAC Virtual 9:00 am 
 Tue, Jun 29 MAWA Virtual 9:00 am 
 Thu, Jul 1 WPLMN Virtual 8:15 am 

   
 12. FYI Items: None 
    
 13. Adjournment 

*** Next meeting: Monday, July 12, 2021 at 7:00 pm *** 

http://www.nfcrwd.org/
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 

Proposed Regular Meeting Minutes 
May 10th, 2021 

  

Managers Present: Ross Amundson, Jim Barchenger, Bob Brauchler, Jim Weller, Jim Wuertz 
Staff Present: Cris Skonard, Christine Knutson, Christopher Lundeen (Virtual) 
Others Present: Kurt Deter (Rinke-Noonan),  
Virtual: Gary Berndt, Dave Johnson, Donovan McKigney, Karen Langmoe, Roger Lyon, Richard Kirkoff, 
others. 
 

1. Call to Order 
President Brauchler called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The meeting was held via teleconference due to the 
Governor’s Emergency Stay Safe Minnesota order. The public was able to access the teleconference by requesting 
an access code.  
 
2. Oath of Office – Ross Amundson 
Ross Amundson read the Oath of Office. 
 
Amundson volunteered to be the Secretary and Brauchler volunteered to be the 1W1P-PC representative. Motion to 
appoint Amundson as the Board Secretary and Brauchler as the 1W1P-PC representative made by Barchenger, 
seconded by Wuertz. Roll Call 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
3. Review and Approve Agenda 
Motion to approve the revised agenda made by Barchenger, seconded by Wuertz. Roll call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried.  
 

4. Consent Agenda Items 
1. Treasurer’s Report and Bills to May 10th, 2021 

a. Check Register  - 106 Bonanza Checking Acct 
b. P & L Detail – All Accounts 
c. Balance Sheet – All Accounts 

 

Motion to approve consent agenda made by Wuertz, seconded by Barchenger. Roll call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 

5. Minutes 
April 12 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion to approve the corrected minutes made by Weller, seconded by Barchenger.  Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
6. Staff Reports 
A.  Administrator’s Report:  
1. Activities 
Skonard updated the Board on various activities within the District noting attendance at several virtual meetings. All 
staff are working remotely from home due to the Governor’s stay at home order.   
 
2. MCSI Copy Machine 
Skonard discussed the replacement of the copy machine since it is being discontinued. Consensus to have another bid 
for the replacement copier. 

 

3. Lake Koronis Appeal 
Attorney Deter noted discussion with Mr. Fuchs’ attorney and that a resolution is near.  
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4. Resolution 2021-02 Interest Rate 
Skonard presented Resolution 2021-02 Interest Rate which sets the interest rate for money borrowed from the 
District.  Discussion focused on the savings rate paid by the Bonanza Valley State Bank and the tiered savings rates.  
Motion to approve Resolution 2021 Interest Rate and set the rate at 0.5% above the top tier savings rate at the 
Bonanza Valley State Bank made by Barchenger, seconded Weller. Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
5. Resolution 2021-05 Authorized Signatures 
Skonard presented Resolution 2021-05 Authorized Signatures noting that additional paperwork is required at the 
Bonanza Valley State Bank. Motion to approve Resolution 2021-05 Authorized Signatures made by Barchenger, 
seconded by Weller. Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
6. Drainage Policy 
Skonard presented the revised NFCRWD Drainage Policy noting that it had been published on the website for 30 
days seeking comments. No comments were received. Motion to approve the revised drainage policy made by 
Barchenger, seconded by Wuertz. Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
7. Additional Business 
None 
 
B.  Watershed Project Coordinator’s Report:  
1. Activity Report: 
Lundeen gave a report of his activities which included the following: data analysis, lake monitoring to begin in May, 
Annual Report, updating the GIS system, Earth Day, and AIS activities. Lundeen noted Earth Day will be held in the 
afternoon on April 24th at the Prairie Woods Environmental Learning Center located near Spicer, MN. COVID 
precautions will be followed. 
 
2. Additional Business 
None 
 
C.  Funds Manager / Administrative Assistant Report: As reported in Financial Statements. 
 
7. Program Reports 
A. Permit Report:   
Baalson Permit: Skonard noted he had been contacted Eldon Baalson who wanted to move a crossing to a better 
location to access his property on CD36. Motion to approve the new crossing location at his own expense, pending 
township approval, made by Barchenger, seconded by Wuertz. Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
B. Drainage Report: 
1. JD1: Update 
JD1 Repair 
Joe Lewis, HEI, was unable to attend the meeting but did provide the Board a map showing all planned repairs and 
work completed to date.  He also noted where plans still need to be prepared to fully complete the JD1 repair.  
 
 
2. CD37: Update: Kurt Deter 

Page 11 of 22



Attorney Deter updated the Board regarding the appeal of benefits by Virgil Fuchs noting that a court date has been 
set regarding the pending litigation and that Attorney John Kolb is handling the appeal.  
 
3. CD7: Update: Fischer Check  
Skonard noted that the check issued to Boyce and Boyd Fischer had not been cashed and has exceeded the 90 day 
issuance. Skonard requested a motion to stop payment. 
 
Motion to stop payment on the Fischer check with the funds to revert back to CD7’s fund balance and that future 
right to payment is forfeited made by Wuertz, seconded by Barchenger. Roll Call.  
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Wuertz  Opposed: None  Abstain: Weller  
Motion carried. 
 
 

4. Other Ditch Business 
Skonard informed the Board that not all Stearns county parcels were certified for all four ditch assessments.  The 
parcels were roads which did not have a parcel identification number. Motion to send out notices and certify 
assessments this year if not paid made by Barchenger, seconded by Wuertz.  Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Brauchler, Hanson, Weller, Wuertz Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
Gary Nemmers sent a letter requesting a foot/ATV crossing on JD1 BR12 FK6. Motion to approve the crossing with 
the Drainage Inspector’s approval of the location made by Barchenger, seconded by Weller. Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
Skonard noted the ditch finance committee met to discuss paying down loans using administrative funds. Motion to 
pay off the CD7 loan from BVSB using ditch savings and administrative funds made by Barchenger, seconded by 
Wuertz. Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Wuertz  Opposed: None   Abstain: Weller. 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to pay down the JD1 loan in the amount of $300,000 from JD1 savings made by Weller, seconded by 
Wuertz. Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None   Abstain: Barchenger 
Motion carried. 
 
C. Board Member Meeting Reports: 
None 
 
8.  Items for Next Meeting Agenda: 
Discussion on holding in-house meetings. Motion to have virtual meeting in June and move to in-house meeting for 
July meeting made by Barchenger, seconded by Amundson. Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
9. Open Discussion from the Public: 
Roger Lyon asked about the manager reappointment process. 
Gary Berndt asked about the manager reappointment process and the drainage policy as it relates to spraying of 
noxious weeds. He would prefer an in-house meeting starting in June. 
Roger Lyon asked if there was a conflict of interest if he were to utilize the engineering services of Joe Lewis. 
 
10.  Calendar Review: 
Skonard requested that Barchenger be present for a conference call on May 18th at 11:00 am to discuss the 
preliminary audit. 
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11.  FYI Items: 
Skonard noted ISG will be having a drainage tour in May. 
 

12. Adjournment  
Motion to adjourn the May Regular Board meeting made by Wuertz, seconded by Weller. Roll Call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz  Opposed: None  
Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Hanson –Secretary 
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Groundwater: 
Well-sealing

Targeted Areas:
• 1st - Wells within DWSMAs
• 2nd – Geologically sensitive 

areas

Priority Planning Regions
• Lake Koronis – NFCR
• Middle Fork Crow River
• Jewitts Creek
• Washington Creek
• North Fork Crow River

Workplan Goal:
• 10-20 wells

Practices will focus on plan actions:

➢ 75% up to $500 per well in 
non-priority areas: all of 
North Fork Major Watershed 
(excluding Hennepin County)

➢ 100% up to $2,500 per well in 
priority areas
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Ag Structural 
Practices

Top 250 Practices watershed-
wide

Priority Planning Regions

• Washington
• Big Swan
• North Fork Crow River

Work plan Goal:
• 10-15 Practices
• storage, infiltration, and 

filtration practices

• Practices will focus on 
plan actions:

• Implement BMPs to treat 
surface and shallow sub-
surface runoff before 
entering lakes, ditches and 
streams.
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Ag Non-structural 
Practices

Top 250 Practices watershed-
wide

Priority Planning Regions

• Lake Koronis – NFCR
• Middle Fork Crow River: CD 

47 and CD 28
• North Fork Crow River

Workplan Goal:
• 700-800 acres / 3 yr

contracts

Practices will focus on plan 
actions:

• Cover crops, conservation 
tillage, permanent cover, 
rotational grazing, tillage 
management, etc

Page 16 of 22



Data Gaps: 
River Assessments

Priority Planning Regions
• Buffalo Crow to North Fork 

Crow
• Mill Creek
• Meeker/Wright County line to 

Mill Creek
• Headwaters (Grove Lake) to 

Rice Lake
• Rice Lake to Koronis
• Crow River to Mississippi River

Workplan Goal:
• Miles assessed

Practices will focus on plan 
actions:

• Identify Erosion
• Catalog / quantify erosion
• Provide assessment for 

solutions
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Education: 

Adopt-A-Drain Program

Targeted Cities

• New London
• Spicer
• Paynesville
• Buffalo

Workplan Goal:
• Implement program in 

each City identified
• Well-sealing outreach

www.adopt-a-drain.org
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Project Development

Partner Org Total Funding 
Allocated

Eligible Activities

Wright SWCD $ 12,500 Staff time for field walkovers, 
landowner contacts and 
outreach, initial site 
investigations.

Optional:
Staff time for conducting 
subwatershed assessments.

Meeker SWCD $ 12,500

Stearns SWCD $12,500

McLeod $12,500

MFCRWD $12,500

Kandiyohi SWCD $12,500

NFCRWD $12,500

Pope SWCD $12,500

Total Project Development 
Funds 

$100,000

Page 19 of 22



Technical Assistance

Partner Org Total Funding 
Allocated

Eligible Activities

Stearns SWCD $ 6,000 Staff time for project design with appropriate JAA

Meeker SWCD $ 1,500

Wright SWCD $ 1,500

TSA / NRCS $ 4,033 Funding for field data collection, preliminary & 
final design time, construction oversight and 
management.

Consulting PE $ 0

Total Allocated $ 13,033

Total Available $110,000
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FY2020 – Project Locations

$ 90,000

$ 27,529
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From: Dunning, Robert
To: Cris Skonard
Subject: Re: Spraying Question
Date: Wednesday, June 02, 2021 11:49:59 AM

Hi Cris,

It’s legal to spray up to the waters edge. 

Landowners don’t need to be licensed to use “General Use” products. They will be required to
have a license when applying “Restricted Use” products or spraying others property for hire.

Stearns County has grant funding available for Wild Parsnip treatments or product purchases.
I’ll be happy to help any landowner out with the grant process.

Thanks,
Bob

Robert.dunning@co.stearns.mn.us
Cell: 320-493-2396

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Cris Skonard <nfcrwsd@tds.net>
Sent: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 11:21:48 AM
To: Dunning, Robert <Robert.Dunning@co.stearns.mn.us>
Subject: Spraying Question
 
Bob,
 
I have a quick question regarding spraying public ditches. The NFCRWD updated the drainage policy
that requires landowners to control noxious weeds along the ditches.  Can they spray the inside
slope of the ditch as well? Thanks.
 
Cris
 

Cristopher J. Skonard, Ph.D., P.E.
Administrator / Drainage Inspector
North Fork Crow River Watershed District
PO Box 40, 1030 Front Street
Brooten, MN 56316
320-346-2869 Office
320-905-5020 Cell
nfcrwsd@tds.net
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