
  
1030 Front Street, P.O. Box 40 

Brooten, MN 56316 
 

Office: 320-346-2869  
 Fax: 320-346-2410 

www.nfcrwd.org       nfcrwsd@tds.net 
 

  Regular Meeting – Agenda 
January 13, 2020 

Located at: 1030 Front Street at 1:00 p.m. 
Agenda Codes: BA-Board Action Required, D-Discussion Item 

Time   
Packet 
Page BA / D 

1:00 1. Call to Order – President Brauchler   
  

 2. Appoint Acting Secretary  BA 
     

 3. Review & Approve Agenda – President Brauchler  BA 
 Additional items or correction to be added to the agenda for action or 

information. 
  

  

 4. Consent Agenda Items (All items approved by one motion)  BA 
 Treasurer’s Report and Bills to January 13, 2020.   
 a.  Check Register  - 106 Bonanza Checking Acct Page 1  
 b. P & L Detail – All Accounts Page 3  
 c. Balance Sheet – All Accounts Page 10  
     

5. Minutes   
 a. December 9, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes Page 12 BA 
 b. December 27, 2019 Special Meeting Minutes Page 17 BA 
 c August 29, 2019 Project 2019-1 Hearing Minutes Page 19 BA 

 

 6. Open Discussion from the Public 
 Opportunity for the public to address the NFCRWD Board of Managers.   
   

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
 7. Staff Reports 

 a. Administrator’s Report – Cris Skonard 
 1. Activities  D 
 2. Resolution 2020-01 Page 21 D/BA 
 3. Resolution 2020-02 Page 23 D/BA 
 4. Resolution 2020-03 Page 25 D/BA 
 5. Resolution 2020-04 Page 26 D/BA 
 6. MN Viewers Association  D/BA 
 7. Manure Application Workshop  D 
 8. LMC Insurance Renewal Page 27 D/BA 
 9. MAWD Legislative Day  D/BA 
 10 1W1P-Update  D 
 11. Summer Intern  D/BA 
 12. CAC Meeting  D/BA 
 13. ESRI Maintenance Quote Page 30 D/BA 
 14. Additional Business   

http://www.nfcrwd.org/


  
1030 Front Street, P.O. Box 40 

Brooten, MN 56316 
 

Office: 320-346-2869  
 Fax: 320-346-2410 

www.nfcrwd.org       nfcrwsd@tds.net 
 

Time   
Packet 
Page BA / D 

 b. Watershed Project Coordinator’s Report – Christopher Lundeen 
 1. Activity Report  D 
 2. AIS Delegation Agreement Page 34 D/BA 
 3. Earth Day Support Page 38 D/BA 

 c. Funds Manager / Administrative Assistant’s Report – Christine Knutson 
 1. As reported in Financial Statements   
     

 8. Program Reports 
 a. Permit Report  - Herickoff Page 39 D/BA 
     

 b. Drainage Report – Cris Skonard  
 1. JD 1 Main and Branches: Status Update: 

Tree removal, Branch 6 
 
 

 
D/BA 

 2. CD 7:Update: Boyce Fischer Benefits Handout D/BA 
 3. CD 29, 36 and 37 ROB Update:  D/BA 
 4. Assessment Update:  D/BA 
 5. Other Ditch Business -  D 
 c.  Board Member Reports 
   

 9. Items for Next Meeting Agenda 
   

 10. Calendar Review 

 Meeting Date Meeting Description Meeting Location Meeting Time 

 Wed, Jan 29 ROB Landowner Mtg Brooten 6:00 pm 

 Wed, Feb 5 
Manure Mgmt 

Workshop Padua All Day 
   

 11. FYI Items 
  • None  
    

 12. Adjournment 
*** Next meeting: Monday, February 10, 2020 at 1:00 pm *** 
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NORTH FORK CROW RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT 
BOARD OF MANAGERS 

Proposed Regular Meeting Minutes  
December 9, 2019 

 

Managers Present: James Barchenger, Gary Berndt, Bob Brauchler, John Hanson and James Wuertz  
Staff Present:   Cris Skonard, Christine Knutson and Christopher Lundeen  
Others Present:  Kurt Deter (Rinke Noonan), Boyce Fischer, Boyd Fischer, Virgil Fuchs, Richard Kirckof, 

Larry Ladwig, Joe Lewis (Houston Engineering, Inc.), Jim Weller and others 
Recording Secretary: Diane Beck, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER—President Bob Brauchler called the meeting to order at approximately 1:00 p.m. 
 

2. REVIEW & APPROVE AGENDA—Cris Skonard requested to adding Training Event for Manure Application, 
SRF Funds and Maximum Per Diem to agenda. 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY John Hanson, SECONDED BY James Barchenger, to approve the Agenda 
with the above additions. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. CONSENT AGENDA— 
IT WAS MOVED BY, John Hanson, SECONDED BY James Wuertz, to approve the following 
Consent Agenda:  
1. Treasurer’s Report and bills to December 9, 2019 

a. Check register—106 Bonanza checking account 
b. Profit & Loss Detail—all accounts 
c. Balance Sheet—All accounts  
Roll call vote was taken. 
  Affirmative: Barchenger, Brauchler, Berndt, Hanson and Wuertz  
  Opposed: None 

 MOTION CARRIED.  
 

4. MINUTES—November 12, 2019. Manager Wuertz noted a correction on page 11 under Watershed 
Project Coordinator’s Report/Activity Report, last bullet. Replace drain with drone training.  

 

IT WAS MOVED BY James Wuertz, SECONDED BY James Barchenger, to approve the  
November 12, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes as corrected. MOTION CARRIED.  

  
5. Open Discussion from the Public. Virgil Fuchs asked about agenda topics for winter board meetings 

and inquired on the following: 1) status of the Lake Koronis Petition. Skonard reported the 
appraisers would not be out until spring and a hearing will be held in the summer. 2) When will 
CD 29, CD 36 and CD 37 ROB be finalized? Skonard stated this topic is on today’s agenda under 
Drainage Report. Boyce Fischer asked if anything will be done regarding the overlapping benefits on 
CD 7 and CD 32. Skonard reported he will prepare a report and also include this issue on the January 
2020 agenda. Attorney Kurt Deter commented if there is overlap, it will be corrected.  

 

6. STAFF REPORTS— 
 

a. Administrator’s Report.  
1. Activities.  

• Assessments are out and there has been a good response with many prepays. 
• Attended Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts (MAWD) meeting on December 4-7 and 

reported it was a good conference and well attended. 
• The drainage work group will be held on Thursday, December 12th. 
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2. 1W1P Update. Skonard reported the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) met on 

December 3rd. It was discussed an additional option to hire a project coordinator as a contract 
position, which will extend the amount of leveraged grant money. Skonard shared the 
planners partners may need to pay extra to fund this position. The topic will be discussed at 
the next 1W1P Policy Committee meeting with the final decision in January or February 2020. 
 

3. End-of-Year Meeting. Skonard reported the end-of-year meeting to close out the year-end 
financials is scheduled for 9:00 a.m., December 27, 2019 and asked to move the time ahead 
due to mail delivery time at the North Fork Crow River Watershed District (NFCRWD). 

 

IT WAS MOVED BY John Hanson, SECONDED BY James Barchenger, to change the start 
time for the North Fork Crow River Watershed District end-of-year meeting to 
9:30 a.m. on December 27, 2019. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

4. LMCIT Liability Coverage Waiver. Skonard reported the League of Minnesota Cities 
Insurance Trust (LMCIT) Liability Coverage-Waiver Form regarding statutory tort limits must 
be completed annually by the members’ governing bodies in consultation with an attorney, if 
necessary. Skonard stated NFCRWD does not want to waive coverage and shared a dividend 
check of more than $400 was sent to NFCRWD. 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY John Hanson, SECONDED BY Gary Berndt, to not waive the statutory 
tort liability limits to the extent of the coverage purchased. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

5. Resolution 2019-07-Adopt 2020 Flex Plan. Skonard reported he has not received the updated 
flex plan from Total Administrative Services Corporation (TASC) and shared basically the only 
change is updating the year from 2019 to 2020 not to exceed IRS limits. Manager Berndt 
requested to table action on the adoption until the year-end meeting on December 27, 2019. 
 

6. Training Event for Manure Application. Skonard reported the Stearns County Environmental 
Services Office suggested holding the training event for manure application at Padua. Skonard 
suggested offering food for attendees and use general levy funds. Manager Wuertz suggested 
using the education budget or grant funds, if needed. Expenses will include advertising, 
mailings and food. Skonard suggested approving an estimated amount of $1,000. 

 

IT WAS MOVED BY James Wuertz, SECONDED BY James Barchenger, to approve expenses 
for the manure application training event not to exceed $1,000.  

 Roll call vote was taken. 
 Affirmative: Barchenger, Brauchler, Berndt, Hanson and Wuertz  
 Opposed: None 

 MOTION CARRIED. 
 

7.  SRF Funds. Skonard reported notice was received regarding early payoff of Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) SRF0218 Septic/Feedlot Upgrade loan. After recent county 
warrant payments have been received, the SRF0218/2010-1 bank account has a balance of 
$112,071.83. After the December 15, 2019 loan payment is made to MPCA, the principal 
balance will be $109,902. If NFCRWD makes the final payment by December 15, 2019, there 
will be a savings of $4,439.83 in interest payments through June 15, 2023, the final payment 
date. Paying off this loan should reduce NFCRWD’s liability for audit purposes. 

 

IT WAS MOVED BY James Barchenger, SECONDED BY James Wuertz, that North Fork 
Crow River Watershed District payoff the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
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SRF0218 Septic/Feedlot Upgrade loan in the amount of $109,902 from the 
SRF0218 fund. 

 Roll call vote was taken. 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Brauchler, Berndt, Hanson and Wuertz  

   Opposed: None 
 MOTION CARRIED. 
  

8.  Maximum Per Diem. Discussion was held regarding per diem rates for 2020. Skonard 
reported this year legislative changes allow the per diem to increase to a maximum of $125 
per meeting and $125 per diem for meeting preparation. Currently, the NFCRWD per diem 
rate is $75. Skonard reported the Sauk River Watershed District and Middle Fork Watershed 
District has adopted $125. The board concurred with $100 per diem for regular meetings and 
$100 for meeting preparation. They also concurred with a $30/hour billing rate when 
appropriate. This will be incorporated into the 2020 Annual Information Resolution in 
January. 

      

9. Additional Business. No additional business. 
 

b. Watershed Project Coordinator’s Report. Christopher Lundeen shared the following: 
1. Activity Report.  

• Working on Subwatershed Grants 
• Completed the WPLMN Monitoring Grant reporting and preparing the final invoice 
• Attended the MAWD Conference and shared the individual sessions provided useful 

information 
 

Manager Berndt inquired about the Monitoring Report. Lundeen shared he will begin to work 
on the report towards the end of December 2019. 

 

2. Civic Engagement Workshop. Lundeen requested to attend a Civic Engagement Workshop. 
There is no registration fee. Lundeen will carpool with Middle Fork Watershed District 
representatives and expects he will request for reimbursement of mileage to and from 
Middle Fork. The Board approved Lundeen’s attendance at the workshop. 

 

3. Stearns AIS Meeting. No report. The next meeting will be held in January 2020. 
 

4. Additional. Manager Berndt inquired about DHIA Lab testing. Lundeen reported lab samples 
are picked at the District office by RMB. 
 

c. Funds Manager/Administrative Assistant’s Report. As reported in the financial statements. 
  

7. PROGRAM REPORTS 
  

a. Permit Report. No report. 
 

b. Drainage Report.  
 

1. CD 32: Update. Skonard reported MBC Drainage, LLC plans to hold off on the tile 
replacement project until spring. Skonard visited with Julie Blackburn of RESPEC, who asked 
for a status report. Skonard requested Attorney Deter to draft a letter to RESPEC by the end 
of December indicating NFCRWD will not pay additional funds to RESPEC. Boyd Fischer 
discussed the water levels on CD 32. Joe Lewis of Houston Engineering commented soil 
borings were collected and stated, if nothing is found in the records, the report could be 
finished soon.  
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2. JD 1: Update. Skonard reported Nate Bettis is removing trees on County Road 33 and has not 
started to remove trees on Branch 5. Skonard talked to Bettis regarding Branch 4, which is 
expected to be abandoned and noted a petition is required. 

 

Lewis drafted a letter to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) regarding 
where the spoil will be placed at the JD 1 project north of Pope County Road 22 to Mud Lake. 
Attorney Kolb provided suggested revisions to the letter.  

 

Lewis spoke with Karl Larson regarding removal of scrub brush on Branch 6. 
 

Skonard and Bettis visited the JD 1, Branch 2 site. Bettis indicated it would not be worth his 
time to take equipment to the site for the limited number of trees.  Alternatives are being 
explored. 
 

Lewis will finalize the plans for the JD 1, Fork 6 realignment project. 
 

3. CD 29, 36 and 37 ROB Update. Skonard spoke with Bryan Murphy with H2Over Viewers, Inc. 
at the MAWD Conference regarding landowner meeting dates. Options included landowner 
meeting on January 13, 2020 and final hearing on January 29, 2020 or landowner meeting at 
6:00 p.m., January 29, 2020 and final hearing at 1:00 p.m., February 19, 2020. The board 
concurred with the second option. 

 

IT WAS MOVED BY James Barchenger, SECONDED BY James Wuertz, to schedule the 
landowner’s meeting for 6:00 p.m., January 29, 2020 and the final hearing for 
1:00 p.m., February 19, 2020. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

Skonard mentioned the partial abandonment of CD 36 and if an engineer is needed. Skonard 
will work with Lewis regarding an opinion on where the division should be between CD 36 
and CD 37. Attorney Deter stated If there is a natural break area, documentation is needed 
for the file why the particular location was made. Lewis estimated his cost should be 
approximately $200. Skonard will contact the landowner to get the abandonment petition 
started. 

  

4. Other Ditch Business. Richard Kirckof expressed concerns with CD 38 and inquired when a 
landowner meeting will be held. Board members agreed to hold a landowner informational 
meeting for all benefited landowners. Skonard suggested holding the meeting after the 
March 9, 2020 Board meeting. Letters will be mailed to affected landowners. 

 

IT WAS MOVED BY John Hanson, SECONDED BY James Barchenger, to schedule the 
CD 38 landowner informational meeting for approximately 3:00 p.m., March 9, 
2020, following the regular North Fork Crow River Watershed board meeting. 
MOTION CARRIED 

 

Jim Weller inquired if there should be a long-term plan for CD 32 and CD 7 regarding the spoil 
piles. Skonard will discuss the areas with MBC Drainage, LLC. 

  
c. Board Member Reports.  

• Manager Wuertz felt the MAWD Conference was good and well organized. 
• Manager Hanson felt the MAWD Conference was more streamlined than previous 

conferences and commented the new executive director is on task.  
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• Discussion held regarding resolutions heard at the MAWD Conference. The Board agreed to 
support all resolutions that were acted upon. Manager Hanson requested the resolutions be 
included in the January board meeting packet. 

• MAWD Legislative Day is on March 18, 2020. 
 

8. Items for Next Meeting Agenda.   

9. Calendar Review. 
2019 
• December 11: BVGWMA, Glenwood 
• December 11: Earth Day, PWELC 
• December 12: DWG, St. Paul 
• December 27: Year-End Meeting. Skonard will place meeting notice in the newspaper. 
2020 
• January 6-7: ACPF Workshop, St. Cloud 
• January 8: 1W1P-PC, Litchfield 
• January 9: Civic Engagement, Mankato 

 
ADJOURNMENT— 

 

IT WAS MOVED BY JAMES WUERTZ, SECONDED BY Gary Berndt, to adjourn the meeting. MOTION 
CARRIED. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:04 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING—The next board meeting is 1:00 p.m., Monday, January 13, 2020. 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
John Hanson, Secretary 
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Proposed Special Meeting Minutes 

December 27th, 2019 
  

Managers Present: Jim Barchenger, Gary Berndt, Bob Brauchler, John Hanson 
Managers Absent: Jim Wuertz 
Staff Present: Cris Skonard 
Others Present: None 
 

1. Call to Order: 
President Brauchler called the meeting to order at 9:40 am. 
 
2. Administrator Evaluation 
Motion to close meeting to conduct Administrator performance evaluation made by Barchenger, seconded by Berndt. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion to reopen the meeting made by Hanson, seconded by Barchenger. Motion Carried. 
 

3. Review and Approve Agenda 
Motion to approve the agenda made by Barchenger, seconded by Hanson. Motion carried.  
 

4. JD1 Temporary  
Skonard informed the Board that there is sufficient funds to repay the JD1 temporary funding from Stearns County. 
 
Motion to re-pay JD1 temporary funding with interest from Stearns County in the amount of $115,668.37 from the 
JD1 fund made by Barchenger, seconded by Hanson. 
Roll call vote. 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Berndt, Brauchler, Hanson  
Opposed: None  
Motion Carried 
 
Break 10:05 to 10:15 to check the mail for any bills. 
 
5. Employee Wage Adjustments 
Motion to approve the 2020 employee wage adjustments made by Hanson, seconded by Barchenger.  
Roll call vote 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Berndt, Brauchler, Hanson 
Opposed: None  
Motion Carried 
 
6. Resolution 2019-7 Flex Plan Renewal 
Motion to approve Resolution 2019-7 Flex Plan Renewal made by Barchenger, seconded by Hanson. Roll call vote. 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Berndt, Brauchler, Hanson 
Opposed: None  
Motion Carried 
 
7. 2019 Year End Bills 
Skonard presented bills to be paid.  Noted they will be reflected in the January financials.  
 
Motion to approve Skonard attendance at the January 9, 2019 Viewers meeting and pay the $20.00 registration made 
by Barchenger, seconded by Berndt. Roll call vote. 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Berndt, Brauchler, Hanson 
Opposed: None  
Motion Carried 
 
Motion to approve Quill invoice in the amount of $45.32 made by Berndt, seconded by Barchenger. Roll call vote. 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Berndt, Brauchler, Hanson 
Opposed: None  
Motion Carried 
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Motion to approve expenses for Project 2019-1 Pirz Lake Project in the amount of $3,216.31 made by Hanson, 
seconded by Barchenger. Roll Call Vote. 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Berndt, Brauchler, Hanson 
Opposed: None  
Motion Carried 
 
 

Motion to approve payment of bills as presented in financials made by Barchenger, seconded by Berndt.   
Roll call vote.  
Affirmative: Barchenger, Berndt, Brauchler, Hanson 
Opposed: None  
Motion Carried 
 

8. FYI Items 
Hanson discussed Project 2019-1 Pirz Lake Project hearing minutes for approval at the January regular board 
meeting. 
Hanson mentioned the upcoming Stearns County Shoreland Training. 
Hanson discussed an article regarding the Sauk River Watershed District 
Skonard mentioned that the WPLMN grant will be available in 2020. 
Hanson mentioned the 1W1P Policy Committee meeting on January 8th. Brauchler will attend. 
 

9. Adjournment: 
 

Motion to adjourn made by Berndt, seconded by Barchenger.  Motion carried. Meeting Adjourned at 10:45am. 
 
         _______________________________ 
         John Hanson - Secretary 
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Project 2019-1 Pirz Lake Aquatic Plant Management Hearing 

Roscoe, MN 
Proposed Meeting Minutes 

August 29th, 2019 
  
Managers Present: Jim Barchenger, Bob Brauchler, Gary Berndt, John Hanson, Jim Wuertz 
Managers Absent: None 
Staff Present: Cris Skonard, Christopher Lundeen 
Others Present: Moriya Rufer (HEI), Joe Lewis (HEI), Ron Ringquist (appraiser), Al Kerber (appraiser), 
Jeff Johnson (appraiser), Kurt Deter (Rinke-Noonan), Others-See Attached Sign-In Sheet 
 

Opening of Public Hearing 
President Brauchler called the hearing to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

Purpose of the Hearing 
Attorney Deter stated the purpose of the hearing and process to follow.  Attorney Deter reviewed the petition and 
stated the petition is sufficient and meets states statutes. 
 

Record of Notice Requirements 
Administrator Skonard reviewed the following project timeline.  
 
May 13, 2019 – Board accepted Petition and Appointed Houston Engineering, Inc (HEI) as Engineer 
June 10, 2019 – Appointed Appraisers 
June 26, 2019 – Received Engineers Report 
July 8, 2019 – Set Final Hearing Date 
August 6, 2019 – Received DNR Advisory Report, Received Appraisers Report 
August 14, 2019 – Individual Landowner Report Sent, Final Hearing Notice to the Paynesville Press. 
August 23, 2019 – Received BWSR Advisory Report. 
August 29, 2019 – Final Hearing 
 
Attorney Deter read into the record the Engineering Report comments from BWSR and DNR. 
 

Engineer’s Report 
Moriya Rufer and Joe Lewis of HEI presented the engineer’s report.  They reported on historical lake water quality, 
need for the project, management alternatives, economic benefits and a management plan. Four alternatives were 
presented with HEI recommending Alternative 4 due to lower annual cost and simplified management.  
 
 Public Comments and Questions Regarding Engineering 
There were many comments/questions from the public with areas focusing on: 
What is the efficiency of the harvester compared to other types of harvesters? 
Have there been studies done on other lakes with Curly Leaf Pond Weed (CLPW) and this method of control? 
What about fragments left behind the harvester? 
Effectiveness of harvester versus hand pulling? 
 

Appraisers Report 
Ron Ringquist presented the appraisers report. Appointed appraisers Al Kerber and Jeff Johnson were also present. 
The appraising methodology was introduced and the benefit roster explained. 
 
Public Comments and Questions Regarding Appraisers Report 
Comments/questions focused on properties with benefits but were not on the lake and deeded access. 
The following properties were included in the appraisers report but are not located on the lake: 
08.04263.0000, 08.04273.0000, 08.04273.0055 and 08.04262.0000. 
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Motion to direct the appraisers to investigate the four properties not on the lake and continue the 
hearing to September 16, 2019 at 6:00 pm in Roscoe made by Jim Wuertz, seconded by Gary Berndt.  
Motion Carried. 
 

Continued Hearing – September 16, 2019 
 
Managers Present: Jim Barchenger, Bob Brauchler, Gary Berndt, John Hanson, Jim Wuertz 
Managers Absent: None 
Staff Present: Cris Skonard, Christopher Lundeen 
Others Present: Moriya Rufer (HEI), Joe Lewis (HEI), Ron Ringquist (appraiser), Al Kerber (appraiser), 
Jeff Johnson (appraiser), Kurt Deter (Rinke-Noonan), Others-See Attached Sign-In Sheet 
Call to Order 
President Brauchler called the continued hearing to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
Engineering Report-Update 
HEI provided supplemental information based on comments/questions. 
 
Public Comments and Questions Regarding Engineering Update 
Comments/questions centered on CLPW vegetative fragments.  Kevin Farnum (KLA) provided a detailed 
explanation of the mechanical puller. 
 
Appraisers Report-Update 
Ron Ringquist reported that the four properties located off the lake previously included were removed from 
the benefit roster as they were not on the lake. 
 
Public Comments and Questions Regarding Appraisers Update 
Question how this will affect everyone else with the property removal. Ringquist explained the impact 
would marginally impact the remaining properties. 
 
Motion to close the public comment portion of the hearing made by John Hanson, seconded by Jim 
Barchenger.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion to make a final decision tonight made by Jim Wuertz, seconded by Jim Barchenger.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Motion to approve Project 2019-1 Pirz Lake Aquatic Plant Management Project noting the project 
will be conducive to public health, will promote the general welfare, is compliant with MN Statute 
103D and will result in benefits that are greater than the costs of implementing the project made by 
Jim Barchenger, seconded by Jim Wuertz.  Roll Call vote. 
 
Affirmative: Brauchler, Barchenger, Berndt, Hanson, Wuertz 
Opposed: None 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion to close and adjourn the public hearing made by Gary Berndt, seconded by Jim Wuertz. 
Motion Carried. Hearing Closed and Adjourned. 
 

 
 

John Hanson – Secretary 
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Resolution #2020-01 

 
Resolution Authorizing Managers’ per diems, Mileage Rate, Meeting Times and 
Dates, Newspapers for Publications, Legal Firm, Engineers, Business Address, 
Testing Lab, Auditor, Bank and Credit Cards. 
 
Be It Resolved by the North Fork Crow River Watershed District Board of Managers 
that PO Box 40, 1030 Front Street, Brooten, MN will be the Watershed’s official address. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that meeting times be set as the second Monday of each month 
held at the Watershed District office meeting room at 1030 Front Street, Brooten, MN, with 
meeting starting at 7:00 PM for the months of April, May, June, July, August, September, 
October and November and the meeting starting at 1:00 PM for the months of December, 
January, February and March. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that Managers’ per diems be set at $100.00 per day for all 
regularly scheduled Board meetings, $100 for meeting preparation and $30.00 per hour for 
additional Board approved meeting attendance and duties.  The Board President will 
receive $50.00 per month extra compensation for extra duties performed as president. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that the official mileage rate paid for use of private vehicles be set 
at the IRS mileage rate. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that Bonanza Valley State Bank of Brooten, MN is the official 
bank for the Watershed District with checking, CDs, savings accounts, and safe deposit box 
for Watershed District business and that four watershed credit cards are issued through the 
Central Minnesota Credit Union of Melrose, MN. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that the Paynesville Press, Pope County Tribune, Sauk Centre 
Herald, Belgrade Observer and Bonanza Valley Voice are the official newspapers for the 
publication of legal notices, unless other papers are needed, due to location of certain 
properties and or events. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that Rinke-Noonan (Attorneys at Law) located at Suite 300, US 
Bank Plaza, PO Box 1497, St. Cloud, MN is the official legal firm for the business of the 
North Fork Crow River Watershed District and be retained on a retainer agreement with the 
Watershed District. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that BergenKDV of St. Cloud, MN is engaged to audit the 
Watershed District’s financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2019.  The audit 
for the Watershed District will be completed within seven months of the end of the fiscal 
year. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that RMB Testing Labs of Detroit Lakes is the official water 
testing lab used for water testing and sample analysis. 
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Be It Further Resolved that the District is currently contracted with Houston Engineering 
of Maple Grove, MN and I+S Group of Mankato, MN for ongoing projects.  The District 
will request proposals from various qualified firms to be approved for projects and drainage 
work providing the work cannot be performed by the West Central Technical Service Area 
Engineer. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that Central Minnesota Insurance Agency of Paynesville is the 
official insurance agent for insurance through the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance 
Trust and other insurances unless otherwise approved by the managers. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that parts of the Resolution can be modified without voiding the 
entire Resolution and this Resolution remains in affect until by action of the Board of 
Managers the resolution is modified or rescinded. 
 
WHEREUPON the above resolution was adopted by the North Fork Crow River 
Watershed District Board of Managers at its regular meeting on January 13th, 2020. 
 
 
 
__________________________________                        _January 13, 2020 ____ 
Bob Brauchler, President NFCRWD     
 
 
 
__________________________________                        _ January 13, 2020_______ 
                    ,  Acting Secretary NFCRWD    
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Resolution # 2020-02 

 
Resolution Setting the 2020 Annual Percentage Interest Rate for Money Borrowed 
To Drainage Ditch Systems  
 
WHEREAS, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District is acting drainage authority 
for Stearns County public drainage systems CD 3, CD 5, CD 7, CD 8, CD 21, CD 29, CD 
32, CD36, CD 37, CD 38; 
 
WHEREAS, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District is acting drainage authority 
for Meeker County public drainage systems CD 4, CD 43, CD 40;  
 
WHEREAS, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District is acting drainage authority 
for Stearns-Pope County judicial public drainage system JD 1;  
 
WHEREAS, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District is acting drainage authority 
for Stearns-Kandiyohi County judicial public drainage system JD 2;  
 
WHEREAS, county drainage ditch bank accounts held by NFCWRD do not contain 
sufficient funds to cover approved proceedings costs; 
 
THERFORE, county ditch systems borrow necessary funds from the North Fork Crow 
River Watershed to pay drainage proceedings costs until sufficient funds have been 
collected through assessments to cover insufficient balances; 
 
THERFORE, be it hereby Resolved that the North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
establishes the 2020 annual percentage interest rate for borrowed unrestricted 
administrative funds to be set at 4% annually, accrued monthly, or equal to the rate set in 
Minnesota Statue 549.09, whichever rate is higher, for any money borrowed to drainage 
ditch systems for expenses incurred after January 1, 2020. 
 
WHEREUPON, the above resolution was adopted by the Board of Manager of the North 
Fork Crow River Watershed District at it regular meeting January 13th, 2020. 
 
 
 
_____________________________                                           January 13, 2020 
Bob Brauchler, President NFCRWD                                                    Dated 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________                                    January 13, 2020 
                   , Acting Secretary NFCRWD                                            Dated 
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2020 INTEREST RATES ON STATE COURT JUDGMENTS 

AND ARBITRATION AWARDS 
 
M.S. 549.09 directs the State Court Administrator to determine the annual interest rate applicable to certain state 
court judgments, verdicts, and arbitration awards.  For judgments and awards governed by section 549.091 the 
annual interest rate for calendar year 2020 shall be 4%, provided that for judgments exceeding $50,000 that are 
finally entered on or after August 1, 2009, except a judgment or award for or against the state or a political 
subdivision of the state entered on or after April 16, 2010, or a judgment or award in a family court action 
entered on or after August 1, 2015, the interest rate shall be 10% per year until paid.2  M.S. 548.091, subd. 1a, 
provides that the interest rate applicable to child support judgments shall be the rate provided in M.S. 549.09, 
subd. 1, subject to an 18% maximum rate.   
 

The following lists the judgment rates in effect for state courts for the periods noted: 
 

YEAR     M.S. 549.09 M.S. 549.09 Rate for M.S. 548.091 Rate for 
 Annual Rate Judgment exceeding $50,000 Child Support Judgments 
  Finally entered on or after 8/1/09 
  But not judgments for or against 
  The state or a political subdivision 
  Finally entered on or after 4/16/2010, 
  Or Judgments or awards in family court 
  Actions entered on or after 8/1/2015 
2009 4% 10% Follow 549.09 rate (but not more than 18%) 
2010 4% 10% Follow 549.09 rate (but not more than 18%) 
2011 4% 10% Follow 549.09 rate (but not more than 18%) 
2012 4% 10% Follow 549.09 rate (but not more than 18%) 
2013 4% 10% Follow 549.09 rate (but not more than 18%) 
2014 4% 10% Follow 549.09 rate (but not more than 18%) 
2015 4% 10% Follow 549.09 rate (but not more than 18%) 
2016 4% 10% 4% 
2017 4% 10% 4%    
2018 4% 10% 4% 
2019 4% 10% 4%     
2020 4% 10% 4% 

   1The interest rate determined pursuant to section 549.09 does not apply to judgments for the recovery of taxes and employment 
arbitrations pursuant to M.S. Chapters 179 or 179A, and may not apply to judgments in condemnation cases.   In condemnation cases 
governed by M.S. 117.195, the interest rate determined pursuant to section 549.09 is presumed to satisfy the constitutional requirement of 
just compensation unless the landowner shows that this rate does not provide what a reasonable and prudent investor would have earned 
while investing so as to maximize the rate of return, yet guarantee safety of principle.   State by Humphrey v. Jim Lupient Oldsmobile Co., 
509 N.W. 2d 361, 364 (Minn. 1993).  Under a Federal Employers Liability Act (FELA) case, 45 U.S.C. § 51 (2012) brought in state court, 
federal law governs all substantive matters.  However, the Minnesota Supreme Court recently  held post-judgment interest was procedural 
and did not affect substantive FELA rights, and the state post-judgment interest rate under Minn. Stat. § 549.09, subd. 1(c)(2) applied 
rather than the federal rate.  Alby v BNSF Railway Company, 934 N.W. 2d 831 (Minn. 2019); reversed and remanded (October, 2019).   
 

The interest rate on judgments for the recovery of taxes owed to the Commissioner of the Department of Revenue, such as income, 
excise, and sales taxes, is established by the Commissioner pursuant to M.S. 270C.40, subd. 5.  The interest rate for state tax judgments 
also applies to judgments for the recovery of real or personal property taxes, subject to a 10% minimum and 14% maximum, and double 
that in certain cases.  See M.S. 279.03, subd. 1a. These rates may be obtained from the Department of Revenue. 
 

M.S. 549.09, subd. 1(d) provides that section 549.09 does not apply to arbitrations between employers and employees under Chapter 
179 or 179A, and that an arbitrator is neither required to nor prohibited from awarding interest under Chapter 179 or M.S. 179A.16 for 
essential employees.  

 
   2As amended by 2002 Minn. Laws Chap. 247, Sec. 1, 2009 Minn. Laws Chap. 83, Art. 2, Sec. 35, and 2010 Minn. Laws Chap 249, 
section 549.09 directs that the annual rate is to be determined by using the monthly one-year constant maturity treasury yield reported in 
the latest statistical release of the federal reserve board of governors rounded to the nearest one per cent, subject to a four percent 
minimum; provided that for certain judgments exceeding $50,000 entered on or after August 1, 2009, the interest rate shall be 10% per 
year until paid.  As amended by 2010 Minn. Laws Chap. 249, Sec. 1 and 2015 Minn. Laws Chap. 30, Sec. 12, judgments or awards 
exceeding $50,000 for or against the state or a political subdivision of the state and in family court actions are no longer subject to the 
10% interest rate. 
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Resolution # 2020-03 

 
Resolution Authorizing the Payment of Regular Monthly Expenditures  
 
WHEREAS, due to billing due dates, regular monthly checks issued for payment need to 
be paid prior to monthly meetings and Board Manager’s approval; 
 
WHEREAS, due to billing due dates, Central MN Credit Union credit card account 
billings may be due before the next regular scheduled Board meeting date for expense 
approval and could potentially incur delinquent fees; 
 
THEREFORE, be it hereby resolved that regular monthly bills, including SRF loan 
payments, payroll and reimbursements to staff and managers, payroll liabilities, TDS, 
USAble Life, Xcel Energy, SpeeDee, Premium Waters, AmeriPride Services, Verizon, 
Minnesota Computer Systems and automobile/UTV renewal fees are approved for 
payment by the North Fork Crow River District Board of Managers.  
 
THEREFORE, be it hereby resolved that monthly Central MN Federal Credit Union 
credit card statements are approved for payment by the NFCRWD Board of Managers 
upon the condition of preapproval by the District Administrator and one Manager. 
 
WHEREUPON the above resolution was adopted by the North Fork Crow River 
Watershed District Board of Managers at its regular meeting January 13th, 2020. 
 
 
 
_____________________________                                           January 13, 2020 
Bob Brauchler, President NFCRWD                                                    Dated 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________                                    January 13, 2020 
                    , Acting Secretary NFCRWD                                            Dated 
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Resolution # 2020-04 

 
Resolution to set staff Billable Rates for 2020 
 
WHEREAS, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District is acting drainage authority 
for legal county drainage ditch systems within their boundaries and in order to fulfill the 
responsibilities of drainage authority, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Staff spend work hours managing drainage system activities; 
 
WHEREAS, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District manages grant funding and 
in order to complete outcomes required in the grant contract, staff must track and bill 
time directly or indirectly to those grants; 
 
WHEREAS, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District partners with other entities 
on various events and projects and must track and bill time directly or indirectly to those 
entities; 
 
THERFORE, be it hereby Resolved that the North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
will bill staff time spent working on eligible activities as the following: District 
Administrator / Drainage Inspector time billed at $ 68.85 / hour, Funds Manager / 
Administrative Assistant time billed at $ 60.00 /hour, Watershed Project Coordinator 
time billed at $ 53.10 / hour or as written in contract documents.  
 
WHEREUPON, the above resolution was adopted by the Board of Managers of the 
North Fork Crow River Watershed District at its regular meeting January 13th 2020. 
 
 
 
_____________________________                                           January 13, 2020 
Bob Brauchler, President NFCRWD                                                    Dated 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________                                  January 13, 2020 

, Acting Secretary                                             Dated 
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Subject: Renewal Quotation
Date: 01/01/2020

To: Christopher Skonard 
Organization: North Fork Crow River Watershed

District
Fax #:     Phone #: 320-346-2869 

From: Pete Bennett
Fax #: 909-307-3083    Phone #: 888-377-4575 Ext. 2063
Email: pbennett@esri.com

Number of pages transmitted Quotation #25940057    
(including this cover sheet): 4 Document Date: 01/01/2020

Please find the attached quotation for your forthcoming term. Keeping
your term current may entitle you to exclusive benefits, and if you choose
to discontinue your coverage, you will become ineligible for these valuable
benefits and services.

If your quote is regarding software maintenance renewal, visit the
following website for details regarding the maintenance program benefits
at your licensing level
http://www. esri.com/apps/products/maintenance/qualifying.cfm

All maintenance fees from the date of discontinuation will be due and
payable if you decide to reactivate your coverage at a later date.

Please note: Certain programs and license types may have varying
benefits. Complimentary User Conference registrations, software support,
and software and data updates are not included in all programs.

Customers who have multiple copies of certain Esri licenses may have the
option of supporting some of their licenses with secondary maintenance.

For information about the terms of use for Esri products as well as
purchase order terms and conditions, please visit
http://www. esri.com/legal/licensing/software-license.html

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Customer Service at 888-377-4575 option 5.

Esri Inc
380 New York Street
Redlands CA  92373
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10 1   122187     505.00     505.00 
ArcGIS Spatial Analyst for Desktop Single Use Primary Maintenance
Start Date:  04/01/2020
End  Date:  03/31/2021

1010 1   87192      404.00     404.00 
ArcGIS Desktop Basic Single Use Primary Maintenance
Start Date:  04/01/2020
End  Date:  03/31/2021

2010 1   87193      303.00     303.00 
ArcGIS Desktop Basic Single Use Secondary Maintenance
Start Date:  04/01/2020
End  Date:  03/31/2021

       Item Subtotal     1,212.00 
       Estimated Tax         0.00 

          Total USD     1,212.00 
DUNS/CEC: 06-313-4175  CAGE: 0AMS3

North Fork Crow River Watershed
District
P.O. Box 40
Brooten MN  56316-0040
Attn: Christopher Skonard

[CSBATCHDOM]

_______________________________________________________________________
Quotation is valid for 90 days from document date.

Any estimated sales and/or use tax has been calculated as of the date of this quotation and is merely provided as a convenience for your
organization's budgetary purposes.  Esri reserves the right to adjust and collect sales and/or use tax at the actual date of invoicing.  If your
organization is tax exempt or pays state taxes directly, then prior to invoicing, your organization must provide Esri with a copy of a current
tax exemption certificate issued by your state's taxing authority for the given jurisdiction.

Esri may charge a fee to cover expenses related to any customer requirement to use a proprietary vendor management, procurement, or
invoice program.

Issued By: Pete Bennett Ext: 2063

To expedite your order, please reference your customer number and this quotation number on your purchase order.

Send Purchase Orders To:
Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc.
380 New York Street
Redlands, CA 92373-8100

Attn: Pete Bennett
Please include the following remittance address
on your Purchase Order:

Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc.
P.O. Box 741076
Los Angeles, CA 90074-1076

Item Qty Material#                 Unit Price Extended Price
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Date: 01/01/2020        Quotation Number: 25940057 Contract Number: 31574.0          

380 New York Street
Redlands, CA 92373
Phone: 888-377-45752063
Fax #: 909-307-3083

Customer Number: 195129
For questions regarding this document, please contact Customer Service at 888-377-4575.

Quotation

_______________________________________________________________________________
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Renewal Options:

 Online: Renew through My Esri site at https://my.esri.com
                Credit Card
                Purchase Order
                Email Authorization

 Email or Fax: Email Authorization, Purchase Order or signed quote to:
                Fax: 909-307-3083
                Email: service@esri.com

Requests via email or signed quote indicate that you are authorized to obligate funds for your organization and your
organization does not require a purchase order.

If there are any changes required to your quotation please respond to this email and indicate any changes in your invoice
authorization.

If you choose to discontinue your support, you will become ineligible for support benefits and services.  All maintenance fees
from the date of discontinuation will be due and payable if you decide to reactivate your support coverage at a later date.

The items on this quotation are subject to and governed by the terms of this quotation, the most current product specific
scope of use document found at http://assets.esri.com/content/dam/esrisites/media/legal/
product-specific-terms-of-use/e300.pdf, and your applicable signed agreement with Esri. If no such agreement covers any
item quoted, then Esri's standard terms and conditions found at
http://assets.esri.com/content/dam/esrisites/media/legal/ma-full/ma-full .pdf apply to your purchase of that item. Federal
government entities and government prime contractors authorized under FAR 51.1 may purchase under the terms of Esri's
GSA Federal Supply Schedule. Supplemental terms and conditions found at
http://www.esri.com/en-us/legal/terms/state-supplemental apply to some state and local government purchases. All terms
of this quotation will be incorporated into and become part of any additional agreement regarding Esri's offerings.
Acceptance of this quotation is limited to the terms of this quotation. Esri objects to and expressly rejects any different or
additional terms contained in any purchase order, offer, or confirmation sent to or to be sent by buyer. Unless prohibited by
law, the quotation information is confidential and may not be copied or released other than for the express purpose of
system selection and purchase/license. The information may not be given to outside parties or used for any other purpose
without consent from Esri. Delivery is FOB Origin.

In order to expedite processing, please reference the quotation number and any/all applicable Esri contract number(s) (e.g.
MPA, ELA, SmartBuy GSA, BPA) on your ordering document.

[CSBATCHDOM]

Item Qty Material#                 Unit Price Extended Price
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Page 2

Date: 01/01/2020        Quotation Number: 25940057 Contract Number: 31574.0          

380 New York Street
Redlands, CA 92373
Phone: 888-377-45752063
Fax #: 909-307-3083

Quotation
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US FEDERAL CUSTOMERS: If you are a federal customer or a contractor purchasing on behalf of a federal customer a
purchase order is required to receive an invoice. Please email the purchase order to service@esri.com

By signing below, you are authorizing Esri to issue a software support invoice in the amount of
USD__________________ plus sales tax, if applicable.

Please check one of the following:

_____ I agree to pay any applicable sales tax.

_____ I am tax exempt. Please contact me if Esri does not have my current exempt information on file.

________________________________________      _________________________
Signature of Authorized Representative         Date

________________________________________      _________________________
Name (Please Print)                            Title

[CSBATCHDOM]

Item Qty Material#                 Unit Price Extended Price
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Page 3

Date: 01/01/2020   Quotation No: 25940057    Customer No: 195129    Contract No: 31574.0          

380 New York Street
Redlands, CA 92373
Phone: 888-377-45752063
Fax #: 909-307-3083

Quotation
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DELEGATION AGREEMENT
 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Prevention
 

Inspection of Water-related Equipment
 

This agreement is made by and between the Department of Natural Resources (referred to as DNR), an 
administrative agency of the State of Minnesota and 

(referred to as Governmental Unit), a local government unit (individually referred to generally as a Party 
or together as Parties).  This agreement is entered into under authority granted to DNR pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 84D.105. 

WHEREAS AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS) are nonnative species that cause or may cause 
economic or environmental harm or harm to human health or threatens or may threaten natural resources 
or the use of natural resources in the state; 

WHEREAS DNR has been authorized and charged with responsibility by the state legislature to establish 
a statewide program to prevent and manage the spread of AIS in coordination with other governmental 
entities; DNR has in its employ conservation officers trained and authorized to enforce the state invasive 
species laws; and DNR has developed AIS inspection protocols; 

WHEREAS pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 84D.105, Subdivision 2(a), Governmental Unit is a 
Tribal or local government that agrees to assume legal, financial, and administrative responsibilities for 
inspection programs on some or all public waters within their jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS DNR and Governmental Unit are committed to the following three core principles: 

• Coordination of their authority and resources to develop a reasonable and effective water-related
equipment inspection requirement to stop the spread of AIS in the state and prevent the introduction of
new AIS;

• a collaborative, cooperative approach to AIS management and prevention;

• ensuring continued access to public waters.

NOW, THEREFORE it is mutually agreed by and between the Parties as follows:

1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this agreement is to enhance Minnesota’s capacity to prevent the spread of
AIS by enabling local governmental entities to perform AIS inspections and manage access to water
resources in keeping with the three principles stated above.

2. TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES.

A. DNR or its delegee will provide training of individuals employed by Governmental Unit and/or
individuals working for contractors to Governmental Unit as inspectors and, upon successful completion
of training and testing requirements, the DNR will certify individuals as authorized inspectors in
accordance with Minnesota Statutes section 84D.105, subd. 2(a). DNR will assume all obligation for
training to the extent set forth in Minnesota Statutes section 84D.105.

Page 1 of 4 Delegation Agreement 
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B. When requested by a law enforcement agency, DNR Enforcement will provide AIS training to 
licensed peace officers 

C. Governmental Unit will work with their local city and county law enforcement to ensure that local 
licensed peace officers are available to support Governmental Unit inspectors. Governmental Unit 
inspectors shall utilize local city and county law enforcement agencies as their primary law enforcement 
support when inspection stations are operated.  DNR Conservation Officers may assist with support if a 
local agency officer is unavailable and there is an egregious violation. 

D. Governmental Unit will design and implement an AIS inspection program, detailed in a Watercraft 
Inspection Program Plan, which must be approved by DNR, on some or all public waters within their 
jurisdiction utilizing existing authorities and the authority granted to inspectors under Minnesota Statutes 
sections 84D.105, subd. 2(b) and 84D.10, subd. 3(a), clauses 1, 3, and 4 (the Program).  The program 
must comply with all requirements in Minnesota Statutes section 84D.105 and in DNR Watercraft 
Inspection Program procedures and manuals. 

E. Governmental Unit will designate individuals employed by the Governmental Unit and/or 
individuals working for contractors to Governmental Unit to serve as inspectors for the Program and 
ensure that these individuals complete the required training and certification in paragraph 2A of this 
agreement prior to performing inspections. Governmental Unit will help coordinate training of licensed 
peace officers as provided under paragraph 2B of this agreement. 

F. Governmental Unit will provide one or more inspection stations established under the Program 
with trained and certified inspectors, who will exercise inspection authorities in accordance with current 
DNR procedures and manuals. General inspection procedures include: 

i. Visually and tactilely inspecting water-related equipment to determine whether aquatic invasive 
species, aquatic macrophytes, or water is present; 
ii. Instructing persons on how to comply with AIS laws by removing AIS, draining, decontaminating, 
or treating AIS and water-related equipment to prevent the transportation and spread of aquatic invasive 
species, aquatic macrophytes, and water; 
iii. Issuing verbal orders to prohibit placing water-related equipment, that has AIS attached or water 
that has not been drained, into waters of the state; 
iv. With owner’s consent, assisting with the removal of AIS and decontamination of water-related 
equipment; and 
v. Contacting local law enforcement or Conservation Officers if a person transporting watercraft or 
water-related equipment refuses to take corrective actions to remove AIS or fails to comply with 
requirements to drain water prior to leaving the water access. 

G. Governmental Unit will support education and outreach projects and programs designed to 
increase public awareness and knowledge of the risks AIS pose to water resources and public capacity to 
contribute to the effort to prevent and manage the spread of AIS. 

H. Governmental Unit assumes legal, financial, and administrative responsibilities for their staff 
and/or individuals working for contractors and the actions of their staff/contractors and will bear costs 
incurred in completing the tasks and responsibilities herein, except that DNR will provide, at its sole 
expense, staff and/or contracted professionals to coordinate and conduct the training described herein.  

I. Governmental Unit and DNR will regularly meet or consult with each other to collaboratively 
develop the above-described elements of Governmental Unit AIS Program and potential models that 
could be used by other local government entities to help the prevent the spread of AIS, guided by the three 
core principles stated above. 
Page 2 of 4 Delegation Agreement 
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J. Governmental Unit must submit an End-of-Season Watercraft Inspection Report to the DNR
summarizing the results and issues related to implementing the inspection program.

3. LIABILITY.  Each Party to this agreement shall be liable for its own acts and the results thereof to
the extent authorized by law and shall not be responsible for the acts of the other party, its agents,
volunteers or employees.  It is understood and agreed that liability and damages arising from the Parties’
acts and omissions are governed by the provisions of the Municipal Tort Claims Act, Minnesota Statutes
Chapter 466, the Minnesota Tort Claims Act, Minnesota Statutes section 3.736, and other applicable
laws.

4. TERM AND TERMINATION. The agreement becomes effective on the date of final signature.  This

agreement expires on December 31; . The agreement may be terminated with or without cause 
by 30-day written notice to the other Party. 

5. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This agreement supersedes any prior or contemporaneous representations
or agreements, whether written or oral, between DNR and Governmental Unit, and contains the entire
agreement with regard to the subject matter herein.

6. AMENDMENTS. This agreement may be amended only by the mutual consent of the Parties in
writing, signed by each of the Parties.

7. NOTICE. Any written communication required under this agreement will be addressed to the other
Party as follows, except that any Party may change its representative and/or address for notice by so
notifying the other Party in writing:

To DNR: 
Watercraft Inspection Program Coordinator 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 
St. Paul MN 55155-4025 

To Governmental Unit: 

Name/Title: 

Governmental Unit: 

Address: 

Address: 

8. GOVERNING LAW AND VENUE. This agreement will be governed by and interpreted in
accordance with the laws of the State of Minnesota. Venue for all legal proceedings out of this agreement,
or its breach, must be in the appropriate state or federal court with competent jurisdiction in Ramsey
County, Minnesota.

9. WAIVERS. The waiver by DNR or Governmental Unit of any breach or failure to comply with any
provision of this agreement by the other Party will not be construed as nor will it constitute a continuing
waiver of such provision or a waiver of any other breach of or failure to comply with any other provision
of this agreement.
Page 3 of 4 Delegation Agreement 
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10. STATE AUDITS. Under Minnesota Statutes section 16C.05, subd. 5, Governmental Unit books,
records, documents, and accounting procedures and practices relevant to this agreement are subject to
examination by the State and/or the State Auditor or Legislative Auditor, as appropriate, for a minimum
of six years from the end of this agreement.

11. GOVERNMENT DATA PRACTICES. Governmental Unit and DNR must comply with the
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statute Chapter 13, as it applies to all data
provided by DNR under this agreement, and as it applies to all data created, collected, received, stored,
used, maintained, or disseminated by Governmental Unit under this agreement. The civil remedies of
Minnesota Statute section 13.08 apply to the release of the data referred to in this clause by either
Governmental Unit or DNR.

If Governmental Unit receives a request to release the data referred to in this Clause, Governmental Unit 
must immediately notify the DNR’s Data Practices Compliance Official. The Governmental Unit’s 
response to the request shall comply with applicable law. 

The state complies with Minnesota Government Data Practices Act regarding the released of any data 
created, collected, received, stored, used, maintained, or disseminated by the respective party under this 
agreement. The state and the Governmental Unit shall let each other know when a data request has been 
received. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, intending to be legally bound, the Parties hereto execute and deliver this 
agreement. 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

By: _______________________________ 

Steve Colvin
Title: Director, Division of Ecological and Water Resources 

Date: ______________________________ 

COMMISSIONER OF ADMINISTRATION 

By: _______________________________ 

Title: ______________________________ 

Date: ______________________________ 

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT:
 
By: ____________________________________________
 

Title: ___________________________________________
 

Date: _____________________________________
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December 11, 2019 
 
 
Dear Earth Day Supporter: 
 
 
Our local Earth Day event got its start over 16 years ago at Prairie Woods Environmental 
Learning Center.  This year we will be celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day! 
Each April the community gathers for a day of fun, learning and a free breakfast.  Past 
topics for the event have included conservation, the ethanol industry, soil health, and 
Minnesota’s natural history.  In recent years, the event has been focusing on teaching 
people about watersheds and water quality issues. 
 
The Earth Day celebration has grown each year, with up to an estimated 1,000 people 
attending.  The event is a fantastic opportunity for local organizations and vendors to 
network with the public as they wander the display area and take in the keynote speaker.    
We find that often people come to the event with an interest in just one area of 
conservation or green living and leave with knowledge about several ways they can help 
our environment.  There are activities for all ages, including a special area for kids.    
 
For Earth Day 2020, we are requesting your support to help fund our Earth Day event.  
Expenses for the event include advertising, speaker fees, apparel for volunteers and 
committee members, so that they are more accessible to the public and supplies for the 
free breakfast.  We are suggesting that each sponsoring organization contribute 
$400.00 to the event this year.  Checks should be made to Prairie Woods 
Environmental Learning Center with Earth Day in the memo.  Please consider this 
request, and we’ll see you at Earth Day on April 18th from 8am – 1pm at Prairie Woods 
ELC! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Earth Day at PWELC Finance Committee  
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	DELEGATION AGREEMENT
	Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) PreventionInspection of Water-related Equipment
	This agreement is made by and between the Department of Natural Resources (referred to as DNR), an administrative agency of the State of Minnesota and 
	 (referred to as Governmental Unit), a local government unit (individually referred to generally as a Party or together as Parties).  This agreement is entered into under authority granted to DNR pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 84D.105.
	WHEREAS AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS) are nonnative species that cause or may cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health or threatens or may threaten natural resources or the use of natural resources in the state; 
	WHEREAS DNR has been authorized and charged with responsibility by the state legislature to establish a statewide program to prevent and manage the spread of AIS in coordination with other governmental entities; DNR has in its employ conservation officers trained and authorized to enforce the state invasive species laws; and DNR has developed AIS inspection protocols;
	WHEREAS pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 84D.105, Subdivision 2(a), Governmental Unit is a Tribal or local government that agrees to assume legal, financial, and administrative responsibilities for inspection programs on some or all public waters within their jurisdiction; and 
	WHEREAS DNR and Governmental Unit are committed to the following three core principles:
	• Coordination of their authority and resources to develop a reasonable and effective water-related equipment inspection requirement to stop the spread of AIS in the state and prevent the introduction of new AIS;
	• a collaborative, cooperative approach to AIS management and prevention; 
	• ensuring continued access to public waters.
	NOW, THEREFORE it is mutually agreed by and between the Parties as follows:
	1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this agreement is to enhance Minnesota’s capacity to prevent the spread of AIS by enabling local governmental entities to perform AIS inspections and manage access to water resources in keeping with the three principles stated above. 
	2. TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES.
	A. DNR or its delegee will provide training of individuals employed by Governmental Unit and/or individuals working for contractors to Governmental Unit as inspectors and, upon successful completion of training and testing requirements, the DNR will certify individuals as authorized inspectors in accordance with Minnesota Statutes section 84D.105, subd. 2(a).  DNR will assume all obligation for training to the extent set forth in Minnesota Statutes section 84D.105.
	B. When requested by a law enforcement agency, DNR Enforcement will provide AIS training to licensed peace officers 
	C. Governmental Unit will work with their local city and county law enforcement to ensure that local licensed peace officers are available to support Governmental Unit inspectors.  Governmental Unit inspectors shall utilize local city and county law enforcement agencies as their primary law enforcement support when inspection stations are operated.  DNR Conservation Officers may assist with support if a local agency officer is unavailable and there is an egregious violation. 
	D. Governmental Unit will design and implement an AIS inspection program, detailed in a Watercraft Inspection Program Plan, which must be approved by DNR, on some or all public waters within their jurisdiction utilizing existing authorities and the authority granted to inspectors under Minnesota Statutes sections 84D.105, subd. 2(b) and 84D.10, subd. 3(a), clauses 1, 3, and 4 (the Program).  The program must comply with all requirements in Minnesota Statutes section 84D.105 and in DNR Watercraft Inspection Program procedures and manuals.  
	E. Governmental Unit will designate individuals employed by the Governmental Unit and/or individuals working for contractors to Governmental Unit to serve as inspectors for the Program and ensure that these individuals complete the required training and certification in paragraph 2A of this agreement prior to performing inspections. Governmental Unit will help coordinate training of licensed peace officers as provided under paragraph 2B of this agreement.
	F. Governmental Unit will provide one or more inspection stations established under the Program with trained and certified inspectors, who will exercise inspection authorities in accordance with current DNR procedures and manuals. General inspection procedures include:
	i. Visually and tactilely inspecting water-related equipment to determine whether aquatic invasive species, aquatic macrophytes, or water is present; 
	ii. Instructing persons on how to comply with AIS laws by removing AIS, draining, decontaminating, or treating AIS and water-related equipment to prevent the transportation and spread of aquatic invasive species, aquatic macrophytes, and water; 
	iii. Issuing verbal orders to prohibit placing water-related equipment, that has AIS attached or water that has not been drained, into waters of the state; 
	iv. With owner’s consent, assisting with the removal of AIS and decontamination of water-related equipment; and 
	v. Contacting local law enforcement or Conservation Officers if a person transporting watercraft or water-related equipment refuses to take corrective actions to remove AIS or fails to comply with requirements to drain water prior to leaving the water access. 
	G. Governmental Unit will support education and outreach projects and programs designed to increase public awareness and knowledge of the risks AIS pose to water resources and public capacity to contribute to the effort to prevent and manage the spread of AIS.
	H. Governmental Unit assumes legal, financial, and administrative responsibilities for their staff and/or individuals working for contractors and the actions of their staff/contractors and will bear costs incurred in completing the tasks and responsibilities herein, except that DNR will provide, at its sole expense, staff and/or contracted professionals to coordinate and conduct the training described herein.  
	I. Governmental Unit and DNR will regularly meet or consult with each other to collaboratively develop the above-described elements of Governmental Unit AIS Program and potential models that could be used by other local government entities to help the prevent the spread of AIS, guided by the three core principles stated above.
	J. Governmental Unit must submit an End-of-Season Watercraft Inspection Report to the DNR summarizing the results and issues related to implementing the inspection program. 
	3. INDEMNIFICATION.  Each Party to this agreement shall be liable for its own acts and the results thereof to the extent authorized by law and shall not be responsible for the acts of the other party, its agents, volunteers or employees.  It is understood and agreed that liability and damages arising from the Parties’ acts and omissions are governed by the provisions of the Municipal Tort Claims Act, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 466, the Minnesota Tort Claims Act, Minnesota Statutes section 3.736, and other applicable laws.
	4. TERM AND TERMINATION. The agreement becomes effective on the date of final signature.  This agreement expires on December 31; . The agreement may be terminated with or without cause by 30-day written notice to the other Party.
	5. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.  This agreement supersedes any prior or contemporaneous representations or agreements, whether written or oral, between DNR and Governmental Unit, and contains the entire agreement with regard to the subject matter herein.
	6. AMENDMENTS.  This agreement may be amended only by the mutual consent of the Parties in writing, signed by each of the Parties. 
	7. NOTICE.  Any written communication required under this agreement will be addressed to the other Party as follows, except that any Party may change its representative and/or address for notice by so notifying the other Party in writing:
	To DNR:  
	Watercraft Inspection Program Coordinator
	Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
	500 Lafayette Road, Box 25
	St. Paul MN 55155-4025
	To Governmental Unit:
	Name/Title:   
	Governmental Unit: 
	Address:   
	Address:   
	8. GOVERNING LAW AND VENUE.  This agreement will be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of Minnesota. Venue for all legal proceedings out of this agreement, or its breach, must be in the appropriate state or federal court with competent jurisdiction in Ramsey County, Minnesota.
	9. WAIVERS.  The waiver by DNR or Governmental Unit of any breach or failure to comply with any provision of this agreement by the other Party will not be construed as nor will it constitute a continuing waiver of such provision or a waiver of any other breach of or failure to comply with any other provision of this agreement.
	10. STATE AUDITS. Under Minnesota Statutes section 16C.05, subd. 5, Governmental Unit books, records, documents, and accounting procedures and practices relevant to this agreement are subject to examination by the State and/or the State Auditor or Legislative Auditor, as appropriate, for a minimum of six years from the end of this agreement. 
	11. GOVERNMENT DATA PRACTICES. Governmental Unit and DNR must comply with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statute Chapter 13, as it applies to all data provided by DNR under this agreement, and as it applies to all data created, collected, received, stored, used, maintained, or disseminated by Governmental Unit under this agreement. The civil remedies of Minnesota Statute section 13.08 apply to the release of the data referred to in this clause by either Governmental Unit or DNR. 
	If Governmental Unit receives a request to release the data referred to in this Clause, Governmental Unit must immediately notify the DNR’s Data Practices Compliance Official. The Governmental Unit’s response to the request shall comply with applicable law.
	The state complies with Minnesota Government Data Practices Act regarding the released of any data created, collected, received, stored, used, maintained, or disseminated by the respective party under this agreement. The state and the Governmental Unit shall let each other know when a data request has been received. 
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, intending to be legally bound, the Parties hereto execute and deliver this agreement.
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