
  
1030 Front Street, P.O. Box 40 

Brooten, MN 56316 
 

Office: 320-346-2869  
 Fax: 320-346-2410 

www.nfcrwd.org       nfcrwsd@tds.net 
 

  Regular Meeting –Agenda 
May 9, 2016 

Located at: 1030 Front Street at 7:00 p.m. 
Agenda Codes: BA-Board Action Required, D-Discussion Item 

Time   
Packet 
Page BA / D 

7:00 1. Call to Order – Chairperson Wuertz   
  

 2. Review & Approve Agenda - President Wuertz   
 Additional items or correction to be added to the agenda for action or 

information. 
  

  
 3. Consent Agenda Items (All items approved by one motion)  BA 

 Treasurer’s Report and Bills to May 9th , 2016.   
 a.  Check Register  - 106 Bonanza Checking Acct Page 1  
 b. P & L Detail – All Accounts Page 3  
 c. Balance Sheet – All Accounts Page 7  
 Minutes   
 d. April 6, 2016 Special Meeting Minutes – Policy Workshop Page 9  
 e. April 11, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes Page 11  
 Additional Items   
 f. Approve Resolution 2016-09: Authorizing ATV Mileage Rate Page 16  
 g. Amend Resolution 2016-01: Correction to Insurance Agent Page 17  
 h. Approve final payment special assessment at 1030 Front Street 

($1,094.70 plus applicable interest and fees) 
  

 i. Approve Resolution 2016-11: Amend Public Purpose & 
Expenditures Policy 

Page 19  

 j. Approve Resolution 2016-12: Amend Per Diem Policy Page 21  
 

 4. Open Discussion from the Public 
 Opportunity for the public to address the NFCRWD Board of Managers.   

   

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 5. Public Hearings 
8:00  Continuation - JD1 BR12 FK6 SP2 Impoundment: USFWS Prairie 

Storm Wetland 
  

 6. Staff Reports 
 a. Administrator’s Report – Tara Ostendorf 

http://www.nfcrwd.org/


  
1030 Front Street, P.O. Box 40 

Brooten, MN 56316 
 

Office: 320-346-2869  
 Fax: 320-346-2410 

www.nfcrwd.org       nfcrwsd@tds.net 
 

Time   
Packet 
Page BA / D 

 1. Prairie Storm Wetland Project: Review Draft Memorandum 
of Understanding. 

Page 22 D 

 2. Legislative Update; Discussion of BWSR Buffer 
Implementation Plan 

 D 

 3. Review and approve software purchase to be expended 
from applicable grant funding 

Page 30 D 

 4. MAWD Summer Tour information Page 31 D 

 5. Discussion of Drone Services Presentation  D 

 6. Review and Approve Resolution 2016-10 for Intern Billable 
Rate and Work Week 

Page 39 BA 

 7. 2017-2018 Cycle II Intensive Watershed Monitoring process 
discussion.   

 D 

 8. Update on 2015 audit and set time for June audit  
presentation 

 D 

 9. Liability update regarding Decontamination Unit  D 

 10. Additional Business.   

     
 b. Technician’s Report – Christopher Lundeen 
 1. Activity Report   

     
 c. Bookkeeper / Administrative Assistant’s Report – Christine Knutson 

 1. As reported in Financial Statements   
     
 7. Program Reports 

 a. Permit Report  - Tara Ostendorf 
 1. None   

 b. Drainage Report – Tara Ostendorf  

 1. CD 37: Redetermination of Benefits Proceedings 
Review and approve Findings of Fact and Order.  Discussion 
of proceedings and attorney recommendations. 
 

Page 40 D/BA 

 2. CD 36 & CD 29: Discussion of Current Benefit Roles 
Review discrepancies of current benefit roles. 
 

 D/BA 
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1030 Front Street, P.O. Box 40 

Brooten, MN 56316 
 

Office: 320-346-2869  
 Fax: 320-346-2410 

www.nfcrwd.org       nfcrwsd@tds.net 
 

Time   
Packet 
Page BA / D 

 3. CD 32 Repair: Status Update 
Update on preconstruction meeting and proposed 
schedules. 
 

 D 

 4. CD 32 Repair: Bid Bond Claim Update 
Update on process for claim of bid bond from New Look 
Contracting 
 

 D 

 5. JD2: Presentation of Requested Information 
Presentation of information regarding proceedings to date. 
 

Handout D 

 6. JD 1 BR 12 Repair: Bid Review and Award 
Review bid tabulation and engineer recommendations; 
award bid. 
 

Page 42 BA 

 7. JD 1 Main and Branches: Repair Recommendations 
Action on recommendations based on informational 
meeting. 
 

 D/BA 

 8. CD7 Repair: Status Update 
 

 D 

 9. CD7 Repair: Redetermination of Benefits Proceedings 
Review and approve Findings of Fact and Order. Discussion 
of ROB proceedings and incremental acquisition process. 
 

Page 45 D/BA 

 10. CD 43 Repair: Status Update 
Review summary construction report. 
 

Page 47 D 

 11. Other Ditch Business –  
 

  

 c.  Board Member Reports 
 1. 1W1P Update   

 9. Items for Next Meeting Agenda 

 10. Calendar Review 

 Meeting Date Meeting Description Meeting Location Meeting Time 
 Mon May 9th, 2016 Intern Start Date   

 Wed May 25th, 2016 SRWD Hosted Watershed Meeting Sauk Centre City Hall 3:00 pm 

http://www.nfcrwd.org/


  
1030 Front Street, P.O. Box 40 

Brooten, MN 56316 
 

Office: 320-346-2869  
 Fax: 320-346-2410 

www.nfcrwd.org       nfcrwsd@tds.net 
 

Time   
Packet 
Page BA / D 

 Sat May 28th, 2016 Grove Lake Assoc. Mtg  10:00 am 

 Mon June 13th, 2016 Audit Presentation NFCRWD Office Beginning of Mtg 

     

 11. FYI Items 

   Grove Lake Association Annual Meeting & Dues Notice  

   Koronis Lake Association Annual Association Dues  
 12. Adjournment 

*** Next meeting: Monday, June 13, 2016 at 7:00 pm *** 

http://www.nfcrwd.org/
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Proposed Special Meeting Minutes 

April 6th, 2016 
  
 

Managers Present: Berndt, Wuertz, Barchenger, Brauchler, Hanson 
Managers Absent:  
Staff Present: Tara Ostendorf 
Others Present: Larry Ladwig, Boyd Fischer, Harold Marthaler, Others 
 
Call to Order: 
Chairperson Wuertz called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda 
Chairperson Wuertz asked for additions or correction to the agenda. Motion to approve the agenda made by Manager 
Hanson, seconded by Manager Barchenger. Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Review Drainage Policy: Review draft revised policy. Set additional workshop dates as necessary 
Ostendorf stated that the purpose of the meeting was to review the current drainage policy with presented revisions 
and items for discussion.  The Board reviewed each section of the revised drainage policy and directed revisions, 
clarification and items for additional clarification.   
 
The Board allowed comments and questions from public in attendance regarding various items listed in the draft 
revisions.  Due to the considerable length of discussion, the Board required additional time to finalize their review.  
 
Additional Discussion: 
None 
 
Adjournment: 
Motion to recess the meeting to the regular meeting on April 11th, 2016 made by Manager Brauchler, seconded by 
Manager Berndt.  Meeting Recessed. 
 
 

 
John Hanson, Secretary 
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Proposed Special Meeting Minutes - Continuation 

April 20th, 2016 
  
 

Managers Present: Berndt, Wuertz, Barchenger, Brauchler, Hanson 
Managers Absent:  
Staff Present: Tara Ostendorf 
Others Present: Kurt Deter, David Johnson 
 
Call to Order: 
Chairperson Wuertz called the continuation of the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Continued Review of Drainage Policy:  
Kurt Deter opened the discussion. Deter stated that he felt some corrections needed to be made to the proposed 
policy revisions and the comments presented to him.  Deter discussed various sections of the policy with the Board 
and made recommendations for revision, clarification, additions and removal.  
 
The Board resumed discussion on sections not previously reviewed. The Board directed changes to be made and for 
the Administrator to work with legal counsel to prepare a final draft of the policy. 
 
Additional Discussion: 
None 
 
Adjournment: 
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Manager Berndt, seconded by Manager Hanson.  Meeting Adjourned. 
 
 

 
John Hanson, Secretary 
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Proposed Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 11th, 2016 
  
 

Managers Present: Berndt, Brauchler, Wuertz, Barchenger, Hanson 
Managers Absent:  
Staff Present: Tara Ostendorf, Christine Knutson, Chris Lundeen 
Others Present: Kurt Deter (Rinke-Noonan), Kenneth and Bonita Radermacher (CD 37), Chris Meehan (Wenck 
Associates), Ralph Klassen (KLA), Larry Ladwig (JD1), Steve Notch (Stearns Co. Commissioner), Todd Heieie (CD 
32), John Mueller (JD2), Scott Glup (USFWS), Roger Lyon (JD1), Harold Marthaler, Eran Sandquist (Pheasants 
Forever), Mark Hoeper (JD1), Others 
 

Call to Order: 
Chairperson Wuertz called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda 
Chairperson Wuertz asked for additions or correction to the agenda. Motion to approve the agenda made by Manager 
Brauchler, seconded by Manager Barchenger. Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Consent Agenda Items 
Chairperson Wuertz called for a motion to approve consent agenda. Motion to approve consent made by Manager 
Brauchler, seconded by Manager Hanson. Motion carried with all in favor. 

1. Treasurer’s Report and Bills to April 11th, 2016 
a. Check Register  - 106 Bonanza Checking Acct 
b. P & L Detail – All Accounts 
c. Balance Sheet – All Accounts 

2. Minutes 
a. March 14, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes 
b. March 22, 2016 Special Meeting Minutes 

3. Additional Items 
a. Approve Payment of Stearns County Special Assessment for Storm, Sewer, C&G & STR in 

the amount of $588.70 
b. Approve Payment of Stearns COLA in the amount of $60.00 

 
Open Discussion from the Public 
Ralph Klassen, vice-president of the Rice Lake Association offered an invitation to an informational meeting to be 
hosted by Koronis Lake Association concerning Starry Stonewort.  Klassen added commentary on the amount of 
money spent to prevent AIS through inspections versus other ways to address the AIS problem, especially as it 
relates to preventing degraded conditions of water bodies through nutrient contributions. 
 
Regular Agenda 
 
Public Hearings 
JD1 BR12 FK6 SP2 Impoundment: USFWS Prairie Storm Wetland 
 
Opening of Public Hearing: 
Chairperson Wuertz recessed the regular meeting and opened the public hearing.  
 
Purpose of Hearing: 
Deter stated purpose of public hearing was to receive public comment regarding the petitioned impoundment 
proceeding under M.S. 103E.227. Deter stated that the Board shall take action to approve the impoundment if it 
appears from the Engineer’s report and other evidence presented that the installation will be of public or private 
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benefit and it will not impair the utility of the ditch or deprive affected landowners of drainage benefit. If approved, 
the Board would also discuss construction and method of payment. 
 
Notice Requirements: 
Ostendorf stated that affected landowners had been individually noticed by mail, the hearing was posted on the 
District website and door for four consecutive weeks, and the hearing was posted in the local newspapers for two 
consecutive weeks. 
 
Presentation of the Project: 
Christopher Lundeen, NFCRWD District Technician, presented the project’s purpose to meet goals identified in the 
District’s comprehensive management plan for water quality and water storage projects as well as the Rice Lake 
TMDL Implementation Plan. Lundeen stated that current collected monitoring data identifies JD 1 Branch 12 as high 
loading contributor to the river for excessive nutrients and bacteria.  Lundeen also presented project design expenses 
to date using grant funding as well as funding mechanisms from project partners.  
 
Chris Meehan, project engineer from Wenck Associates, presented the project objectives, design considerations and 
schedule of implementation. The purpose of the project is to provide additional water retention on the US Fish and 
Wildlife property directly upstream of the public drainage system to provide multiple benefits such as peak flow 
reduction, additional storage capacity, vegetation and habitat enhancement, ground water recharge and additional 
water quality benefits.  Meehan stated that the project was deemed feasible and beneficial to the property, as well as 
providing a public benefit to the downstream landowners on the system by way of additional upstream storage. 
 
Public Comment: 
Affected upstream landowners were allowed comment, as well as a representative from USFWS, acting as project 
petitioner.  Public stated concerns with future maintenance of the project site due to current issues with drainage 
through USFWS property. Landowners voiced their concern that the site will not be maintained in the future in such 
a way that will allow adequate drainage of upland property. USFWS representative, Scott Glup, responded that 
USFWS had responded to these concerns in the past by performing maintenance on the drainage system that they felt 
would alleviate the concern. 
 
The Board allowed discussion amongst the public and representatives.  The project engineer responded to additional 
design concerns regarding placement, weir function and design, and outlet controls.  Board, legal counsel and public 
discussed the possibility of drafting a maintenance agreement for the project.  Upstream landowners discussed the 
potential need to construct a ditch around the USFWS to divert high flows.  
 
Board Decision: 
As consensus could not be reached, Deter recommended that the Board continue the hearing to allow time for a site 
visit and additional discussion regarding potential maintenance agreements and clarification on design. Manager 
Berndt discussed additional options for drainage with the public.   
 
Motion to continue the public hearing to May 9th at 8:00 pm made by Manager Brauchler, seconded by Manager 
Hanson. Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Ostendorf directed to coordinate site meeting for further discussion. 
 
Chairperson Wuertz resumed the regular meeting. 
 
Staff Reports 
Administrator’s Report:  
Legislative Update; Discussion of BWSR Buffer Implementation Plan 
Ostendorf updated the Board with activities during the MAWD Legislative Days and proposed revisions to the buffer 
bill passed in committee. 
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2015 Audit: Schedule Chairperson Mtg 
Wuertz will be tentatively scheduled to meet with the auditor’s for routine interview on the morning of Tuesday, 
April 26th in concurrence with audit field work. 
 
Update on purchase of field equipment and approve additional expense. 
Ostendorf requested that the Board amend the previous motion to authorize Manager Brauchler to acquire Polaris 
Range with accessories for $11,000 to an increased amount of $12,000. Motion to amend previous motion to 
increase the purchase price to $12,000 made by Manager Barchenger, seconded by Manager Hanson. Motion carried 
with all in favor.  
 
Discussion of additional field equipment to increase staff efficiency. 
Ostendorf stated that Manager Hanson had requested the item to be discussed.  Manager Hanson stated that he felt it 
necessary to find out what other drainage authorities are doing to update their drainage systems in terms of 
inspection methods, equipment used, etc. Ostendorf summarized some of the drone technologies that are being 
discussed at the drainage inspectors meetings and asked for clarification on additional information that the Board is 
seeking.  Manager Hanson stated that he would like to hear how other watersheds [drainage authorities] are 
inspecting their systems in a proactive fashion. Direction from the Board for the Administrator to bring additional 
information to the Board. 
 
Discussion of MAWD succession planning and surveys 
Ostendorf reminded the Managers to complete MAWD surveys sent out earlier in the month. 
 
Update on viewer’s report and records modernization project. 
Ostendorf informed the Board that RESPEC has completed updating and mapping the viewers report for nearly all of 
the Stearns and Pope ditches.  Additional information is needed from the District on Stearns CD 29, CD 37 and CD 
36.  The District is waiting for Kandiyohi County to provide requested parcel data to complete mapping of JD 2 
benefits. Currently Meeker County does not have parcel mapping and viewer’s reports are maintained by the County 
Auditor.  Meeker CD 4, CD 40 and CD 43 will not be completed until parcel data is available. 
 
Additional Business 
None 
 
Technician’s Report:  
Lundeen gave activity report. He will be participating in the upcoming education events such as Earth Day at Prairie 
Woods Environmental Learning Center and the Paynesville Waterfest. He completed the annual BBE classroom 
education days. Lundeen stated that he will be attending the Starry Stonewort meeting coming up at the Paynesville 
high school.  
 
Lundeen has been working with Lamb Labor Services to get AIS Inspectors set-up with District equipment and to 
facilitate inspector training [under the District’s delegation agreement with the DNR].  
 
Lundeen stated that he has started stream sampling [in March]. He will be working with the MPCA to install 
continuous stage equipment at JD1 BR12 to collect loading data. Lundeen gave an update on where to find the 
hydrograph information for Rice Lake on the District website. 
 
Bookkeeper / Administrative Assistant Report:  
As reported in Financial Statements. 
 
Program Reports 
Permit Report: 
2016-03: Heieie Tile Application – CD 32: 
Ostendorf summarized the proposed activities in the permit application. The project proposes tile installation and 
open channel closure in conjunction with the CD 32 repair. Ostendorf recommended approving the permit with the 
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condition that the landowner is responsible for the additional costs associated with the activity and that the project 
would be reviewed by the engineer. Manager Berndt stated he would prefer that the landowner be able to choose the 
contractor to do the work. Board discussed additional consideration for approval. Deter advised the Board on motion 
language. Motion to authorize permit 2016-03 with the permittee to coordinate the installation with the engineer and 
work performed consistent with the repair plan elevations made by Manager Brauchler, seconded by Manager 
Hanson. Motion carried with all in favor.  Manager Berndt abstained due to a conflict of interest as a benefitted 
landowners on the system. 
 
Board allowed public commentary. David Johnson, JD 1 landowner, questioned who maintains the tile after the 
installation. Deter stated that it will be installed and maintained with the ditch and the drainage authority will 
maintain the tile. Board and public had additional discussion relating to state statute mandates for timeframes for tile 
inspection. 
 
Drainage Report: 
CD 37: Request for Redetermination of Benefits: Review request for redetermination. 
Ostendorf entered into record a petition letter submitted by benefitted landowners of Stearns CD 37. Ostendorf 
summarized the letter requesting redetermination of benefits for CD 37 and presented various mapped benefitted 
layers for CD 29, CD 37 and CD 36 found throughout the drainage record. Deter stated that the Board could order 
the redetermination of benefits with a motion that stated a need for the proceedings based on a valuation change to 
benefitted property and or a change to the benefitted area and that it should be stated in the motion.   
 
Board carried additional discussion on the ditch with the public. Motion to order the redetermination of benefits for 
CD 37 based on probable change of value to property and changes to the benefitting area of the ditch made by 
Manager Berndt, seconded by Manager Barchenger. Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
CD 32 Repair: Status Update: Update on claim on bid-bond and contracting status. Update on Heieie issues. 
Ostendorf updated the Board and public that Deter has drafted a letter requesting claim on the bid bond of New Look 
Contracting. Board directed Deter to submit the letter in the current form. 
 
Ostendorf updated the Board that she had participated in a conference call with Todd Heieie and Greg Bechtold, 
Stearns Environmental Services.  In that discussion, Mr. Bechtold stated wetland conservation act rules regarding 
impacts to Type 3, 4 or 5 wetlands. If the Board feels that there are not going to be impacts, they are allowed to 
maintain the system. 
 
CD 32 Bonding & Assessment: Update on prepayments. 
Ostendorf stated that prepayments for CD 32 have started to come in to the District. 
 
JD 1 BR 12 Repair: Status Update: Review final revisions to plans and specs. Update on bid status and schedule. 
Ostendorf summarized changes made to the plan as requested by the ACOE. The project is currently being 
advertised for bid with bid opening scheduled for April 29th [at 12:00 pm]. 
 
JD 1 Main and Branches: Repair Recommendations - Review Administrator recommendations for repair 
planning. 
Ostendorf proposed that the Board consider ordering the repair process for JD 1 to begin with the maintenance of the 
main stem of the ditch from the outlet of Grove Lake [section 26, Grove Lake TWP] to the river [section 9, North 
Fork TWP] in order to provide an adequate outlet for the numerous branches along that reach. She suggested that the 
Board could then prioritize the branches to be repaired. For the reaches above Grove Lake, Ostendorf stated that the 
survey revealed a number of control structures that are not well documented in the drainage record.  More time will 
be needed to determine ownership, purpose and find design plans to concur with the installed elevations. Board 
allowed comment from David Johnson, landowner on JD 1, regarding history of some of the structures.  
 
Meeting recessed during discussion to conduct public hearing. Meeting resumed discussion after closing public 
hearing. 
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Ostendorf encouraged the Board to give direction on proposed plan for maintenance. Board held additional 
discussion with the public. By consensus, the Board will hold an informational meeting on the proposed repairs to 
the main stem of JD 1 downstream of Grove Lake on May 4th at 7:00 pm at the District Office.  Landowners to be 
noticed accordingly. 
 
Board allowed additional discussion and questions from the public regarding buffer maintenance, District policy on 
buffer and ditch inspections, and additional policy questions. 
 
CD7 Repair: Status Update:  
Ostendorf informed the Board that survey work on CD 7 is scheduled to be completed within the week, pending any 
delays. 
 
CD 43 Repair: Status Update: 
Ostendorf informed the Board that the final contract documents have been submitted and the preconstruction 
meeting is tentatively scheduled for Monday April 18th at 2:00 pm to be conducted on site.  Ostendorf stated that Mr. 
Bruntlett will be invited to the meeting to discuss additional concerns. Chairperson Wuertz stated that he would like 
to attend the meeting as well. 
 
Other Ditch Business: 
John Mueller requested a status update from the Board in regards to his culvert replacement on JD 2. Ostendorf 
stated that she was not aware of any Board direction made. After discussion, Board directed Ostendorf to prepare a 
status report of the request for review at the next Board meeting. 
 
Board Member Meeting Reports: 
Review Resolution 2016-01 as it relates to legal services for the District. 
Ostendorf stated that Manager Berndt had requested the item for discussion at a previous meeting. Manager Berndt 
requested the discussion be tabled indefinitely. 
 
Items for Next Meeting Agenda: 
Continuation of public hearing for Prairie Storm Wetland Impoundment project on JD1 BR12 FK6 SP2. 
 
Calendar Review: 
 
FYI Items 
None 
 
Adjournment: 
Motion to adjourn made by Manager Berndt, seconded by Manager Barchenger.  Meeting Adjourned. 
 
Motion to recess scheduled drainage policy workshop until April 20th at 7:00 pm [at the District Office] made by 
Manager Hanson, seconded by Manager Berndt.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
 

 
John Hanson –Secretary 
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Resolution #2016-09 

 
Resolution Authorizing Mileage Rate for ATV Usage. 
 
Whereas the North Fork Crow River Watershed District (“District”) Board of Managers 
has purchased on ATV for the purposes of conducting field inspections related to District 
projects and required field inspections on public drainage systems under its management. 
 
Whereas the District has purchased the equipment through the Administrative Fund and 
retains ownership of the equipment. 
 
Whereas equipment usage is a reimbursable expense under MS 103E and current grant 
contracts. 
 
Be It Resolved that the District Board of Managers adopts the official mileage rate paid for 
use of the ATV be set at the IRS mileage rate. 
 
 
WHEREUPON the above resolution was adopted by the North Fork Crow River 
Watershed District Board of Managers at its regular meeting on May 9th, 2016. 
 
 
 
__________________________________                        _May 9th , 2016____ 
James Wuertz, President NFCRWD     
 
 
 
__________________________________                        _ May 9th , 2016_______ 
 John Hanson, Secretary NFCRWD  
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Amended Resolution #2016-01 

 
Resolution Authorizing Managers’ per diems, Mileage Rate, Meeting Times and 
Dates, Newspapers for Publications, Legal Firm, Engineers, Business Address, 
Testing Lab, Auditor, Bank and Credit Cards. 
 
Be It Resolved by the North Fork Crow River Watershed District Board of Managers 
that PO Box 40, 1030 Front Street, Brooten, MN will be the Watershed’s official address. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that meeting times be set as the second Monday of each month 
held at the Watershed District office meeting room at 1030 Front Street, Brooten, MN, with 
meeting starting at 7:00 PM for the months of April, May, June, July, August, September, 
October and November and the meeting starting at 1:00 PM for the months of December, 
January, February and March. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that Managers’ per diems be set at $75.00 per day for all regularly 
scheduled Board meetings and $25.00 per hour for additional Board approved meeting 
attendance and duties.  The Board President will receive $50.00 per month extra 
compensation for extra duties performed as president. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that the official mileage rate paid for use of private vehicles be set 
at the IRS mileage rate. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that Bonanza Valley State Bank of Brooten, MN is the official 
bank for the Watershed District with checking, CDs, savings accounts, and safe deposit box 
for Watershed District business and that four watershed credit cards are issued through the 
Central Minnesota Credit Union of Melrose, MN. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that the Paynesville Press, Pope County Tribune and Bonanza 
Valley Voice are the official newspapers for the publication of legal notices, unless other 
papers are needed, due to location of certain properties and or events. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that Rinke-Noonan (Attorneys at Law) located at Suite 300, US 
Bank Plaza, PO Box 1497, St. Cloud, MN is the official legal firm for the business of the 
North Fork Crow River Watershed District and be retained on a retainer agreement with the 
Watershed District. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that Kern, DeWenter, Viere, Ltd. of St. Cloud, MN is engaged to 
audit the Watershed District’s financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2015.  
The audit for the Watershed District will be completed within seven months of the end of 
the fiscal year. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that RMB Testing Labs of Detroit Lakes is the official water 
testing lab used for water testing and sample analysis. 
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Be It Further Resolved that the District is currently contracted with Houston Engineering 
of Maple Grove, MN, and RESPEC Consulting of Roseville MN for ongoing drainage 
work.  The District will request proposals from various qualified firms to be approved for 
projects and drainage work providing the work cannot be done by the West Central 
Technical Services Engineer. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that Central Minnesota Insurance Agency of Paynesville is the 
official insurance agent for insurance through the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance 
Trust and other insurances unless otherwise approved by the managers. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that parts of the Resolution can be modified without voiding the 
entire Resolution and this Resolution remains in affect until by action of the Board of 
Managers the resolution is modified or rescinded. 
 
WHEREUPON the above resolution was adopted by the North Fork Crow River 
Watershed District Board of Managers at its regular meeting on January 11th, 2016. 
 
WHEREUPON the above resolution was amended by the North Fork Crow River 
Watershed District Board of Managers at its regular meeting on May 9th, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________                        _Amended May 9th 2016____ 
James Wuertz, President NFCRWD     
 
 
 
__________________________________                        _Amended May 9th 2016____ 
John Hanson, Secretary NFCRWD   
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Resolution # 2016-11 

 
Resolution to Amend Public Purpose and Expenditures Policy 
 
WHEREAS, the NFCRWD recognizes that in order for an expenditure of public funds to 
be lawful, it should meet standards of public purpose and specific or implied authority, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the District has adopted a policy which clearly defines the meaning of 
public purpose and public expenditures for District operations 
 
WHEREAS, policy clarification is required regarding mileage reimbursement for use of 
personal vehicles for District business for commutes over the allowance for normal pay 
period. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Public Purposes and 
Expenditures Policy shall include under Section A. 1. shall be restating as the following: 
 

An employee or manager will be reimbursed for mileage expenses incurred when 
using the employee’s or manager’s personal vehicle to conduct District business. 
Mileage will be reimbursed at the mileage rate set by the federal Internal Revenue 
Service. 

Mileage expenses need not be approved in advance, but mileage expenses will be 
reimbursed only when accompanied by documentation of the date, number of 
miles traveled, purpose and destination(s).  

Mileage for employee commuting to and from the District offices will not be 
reimburseds normal daily commute is not reimbursable. This Home-to-office 
mileage must be deducted from the total mileage claimed when traveling to a 
location different than the District office if the employee doesn’t leave from or 
return to the District Office. When incurring mileage over and above the normal 
commute miles in the pay period, the additional mileage may be claimed as a 
taxable fringe benefit as additional wages, unless the home-to-site is less than 
office-to-site, in which case it is a non-taxable benefit. 

Mileage that is paid to managers for travel to their base work office is taxable. 

If managers travel to a location different than the regular work place, mileage 
reimbursement is non-taxable only when the distance of travel is less than it 
would be if the manager left from the base office. 

If the base office is not on the way to the different work location, the difference 
between the full mileage and the home to base office mileage would be non-
taxable for managers. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Managers of 
the NFCRWD hereby amend the Public Purposes and Expenditures Policy. 
 
WHEREUPON, the above resolution was adopted by the Board of Managers of the 
North Fork Crow River Watershed District at its regular meeting May 9th, 2016. 
 
 
   

James Wuertz, President NFCRWD  Dated 

   

John Hanson, Secretary NFCRWD    Dated 
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Resolution # 2016-12 

 
Resolution to  Amend the Per Diem Policy 
 
WHEREAS, the NFCRWD determines it is in the best interest to establish a per diem 
policy; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Managers also determines that it is important to establish a 
written policy; 
 
WHEREAS, clarification to the Policy is required to meet federal guidelines. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the policy in Section C shall 
be restated as the following: 
 

1. Managers and staff may be reimbursed for meal and incidental expenses incurred while 
conducting official business of the District, IF any of the following: 

a. The manager or employee is conducting official business outside of the Boundary of the District. 

b. The manager or employee is in travel status overnight. for more than 12 hours. 

c. Manager or employee incurs meals and incidental expenses as part of training or event, where 
meals were not included in registration fees. and it is outside the boundary of the District. 

2.  Meal reimbursements are limited by federal guidelines.  The District policy follows the current 
federal guidelines for M&IE reimbursements and to be updated as necessary through annual 
resolution. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Managers of 
the NFCRWD hereby amend the Per Diem Policy. 
 
WHEREUPON, the above resolution was adopted by the Board of Managers of the 
North Fork Crow River Watershed District at its regular meeting May 9th , 2016. 
 
 
   

James Wuertz, President NFCRWD  Dated 

   

John Hanson, Secretary NFCRWD    Dated 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR THE PRAIRIE STORM WETLAND 

RESTORATION PROJECT 
 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) is made and entered into 

this _____ day of ___________, 2016, by and between <U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE 

SERVICE> (“USFWS”); and Roger Clarence Lyon, <marital status>(“Lyon”); and Teal Tree, 

LLC, a Minnesota limited liability company (“Teal Tree”) (together the “Owners”); and  

NORTH FORK CROW RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT (“District”) (collectively the 

“Parties). 

The Owners are the fee owners of the following described real property located in Stearns 

County, Minnesota: 

USFWS is the owner of property described in Exhibit A (“USFWS Property”). 
 
Lyon is the owner of property described in Exhibit B (“Lyon Property”). 
 
Teal Tree is the owner of property described in Exhibit C (“Teal Tree Property”). 
 
<_____> is the owner of property described in Exhibit <> (“<>” Property). 
 
The USFWS Property has a degraded wetland that USFWS intends to restore to a more 

natural condition through impoundment of water with the use of berms and outlet control 

structures (“Wetland Project”). The Wetland Project requires an impoundment petition to the 

District under Minnesota Statutes Section 103E.227. A private ditch (the “Ditch”) is located on 

the USFWS Property. A sketch of the location of Wetland Project and Ditch is attached as 

Exhibit <D>.  The Lyon Property and Teal Tree Property are upstream of the USFWS Property 

and are served by the Ditch for agricultural drainage. Lyon and Teal Tree are supportive of the 
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Wetland Project but are concerned that the Wetland Project may affect the Ditch and the 

drainage it provides to the Lyon Property and Teal Tree Property.   

The purpose of this MOU is to establish an understanding of the Parties for the continued 

maintenance of the Ditch to provide drainage for the Lyon Property and Teal Tree Property, 

while maintaining the integrity and function of the Wetland Project. 

A. The Owners acknowledge that future maintenance and repairs (“Future 

Maintenance”) of the Ditch may be necessary to maintain drainage for the Lyon Property and 

Teal Tree Property.  

B. While the District is not a drainage authority for the Ditch due to its private status, 

the District is willing to provide technical assistance to the Owners in determining whether 

Future Maintenance is necessary and what type of Future Maintenance is appropriate. 

C. The Parties acknowledge that a future license for maintenance will be necessary 

upon the USFWS Property for the sole purpose of Future Maintenance of the Ditch. 

D. The Future Maintenance shall be subject to the following terms and conditions.  

1. Standard Construction Practices. Future Maintenance of the Ditch shall 
utilize current standard construction practices to maintain the Ditch to its 
as-built condition upon completion of the Wetland Project.   

2. Condition of Property.  Within 10 days following the Future 
Maintenance of the Ditch allowed under this MOU, the <Owners> will 
remove all debris, surplus materials, and equipment and will return the 
impacted property as nearly as practicable to its original condition, taking 
into consideration the nature of the work being performed.   

3. Damage to Vegetation.  The Future Maintenance of the Ditch shall not 
occur during the growing season unless absolutely necessary.  During the 
maintenance or repairs, the <Owners> shall enter the property in such a 
manner as to not unreasonably damage any vegetation.  

4. Costs.  The Owners are equally responsible for the cost of any Future 
Maintenance of the Ditch.  Lyon and Teal Tree are solely responsible for 

Commented [CT1]: Include USFWS or not. 

Commented [CT2]: Include USFWS or not. 
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the cost of improvement, repair and maintenance of the Lyon Property and 
Teal Tree Property. USFWS is solely responsible for the costs of 
installation, repair, and maintenance of the Wetland Project. 

5. Use of the Ditch.  The Owners shall have exclusive use of the Ditch. The 
Owners shall not unreasonably interfere with the other Owners’ use or 
function of the Ditch. 

6. Addition of Property Limited. It is understood that no additional 
drainage beyond that of the Lyon Property and Teal Tree Property shall be 
added to the Ditch.   

7. Owners’ Covenants.  The Owners specifically covenant with each other 
that:   

a. Each holds its Property in fee simple title free and clear of all liens 
or encumbrances, except those already of record; 

b. Each has full and good lawful authority to sign this MOU; and 

c. Each consents and acknowledges that this MOU is intended for the 
dual purposes of continuing the use and maintenance of the Ditch 
and constructing the Wetland Project.  

8. Obstructing the Ditch is Prohibited.  No Owner shall cause or permit 
any obstruction in, over, under, on, through, across, or within the Ditch or 
in any manner interfere with the other Owners’ rights set forth herein.  

9. Recording.  This MOU shall be recorded with the Stearns County 
Recorder on each of the Properties.  The <Owners> shall be responsible 
for the recording costs. 

10. Counterparts.  This MOU may be executed in parts which, when all 
original signatures are compiled, shall constitute a full and complete 
MOU. 

 

[Signature pages to follow] 

Commented [CT3]: Include USFWS or not. 
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________________________________ 
       Roger Clarence Lyon 
 

      
 ________________________________ 

       <> 
 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA )  
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF _______________ )  

 
On this ______ day of __________________, 2016, before me, a Notary Public for this 

County, personally appeared Roger Clarence Lyon, husband to ________________, who I know 
to be the person described in the foregoing instrument, and who acknowledged that he executed 
that instrument as his free act and deed. 

  
Notary Public 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA )  
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF _______________ )  

 
On this ______ day of __________________, 2016, before me, a Notary Public for this 

County, personally appeared ______________, wife to Roger Clarence Lyon, who I know to be 
the person described in the foregoing instrument, and who acknowledged that she executed that 
instrument as her free act and deed. 

  
Notary Public 
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       TEAL TREE, LLC 
 
 

     
 By_______________________________ 

        Its____________________ 
 
STATE OF ________________  )  
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF ______________ )  

 
On this ______ day of _______________, 2016, before me, a Notary Public for this 

County, personally appeared __________________, who, being by me duly sworn, did say that 
he/she is the _________________________of Teal Tree, LLC, and that this instrument was 
signed on behalf of said limited liability company by authority of its Members and 
acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of said limited liability company. 

  
Notary Public 
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________________________________ 
       <> 
 

      
 ________________________________ 

       <> 
 
  
STATE OF MINNESOTA )  
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF _______________ )  

 
On this ______ day of __________________, 2016, before me, a Notary Public for this 

County, personally appeared ___________________, husband to ________________, who I 
know to be the person described in the foregoing instrument, and who acknowledged that he 
executed that instrument as his free act and deed. 

  
Notary Public 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA )  
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF _______________ )  

 
On this ______ day of __________________, 2016, before me, a Notary Public for this 

County, personally appeared ______________, wife to __________________, who I know to be 
the person described in the foregoing instrument, and who acknowledged that she executed that 
instrument as her free act and deed. 

  
Notary Public 
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NORTH FORK CROW RIVER WATERSHED 
DISTRICT 

 

By____________________________________ 
 James Wuertz 

Its President 
ATTEST:   
 

By_________________________ 
John Hanson 
Its Secretary 
 
  

STATE OF MINNESOTA )  
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF STEARNS )  

 
On this ____ day of ______________, 2016, before me, a Notary Public for this County, 

personally appeared James Wuertz, who, being by me duly sworn, did say that he is the President 
of North Fork Crow River Watershed District Board of Managers, and that this instrument was 
signed on behalf of the North Fork Crow River Watershed District by authority of its Board of 
Managers and acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of the North Fork Crow 
River Watershed District. 

__________________________________ 
Notary Public 

STATE OF MINNESOTA )  
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF STEARNS )  

 
On this ____ day of ______________, 2016, before me, a Notary Public for this County, 

personally appeared John Hanson, who, being by me duly sworn, did say that he is the Secretary 
of North Fork Crow River Watershed District Board of Managers, and that this instrument was 
signed on behalf of the North Fork Crow River Watershed District by authority of its Board of 
Managers and acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of the North Fork Crow 
River Watershed District. 

__________________________________ 
Notary Public 

Page 28 of 56



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

 
 

By_____________________________________ 
  <> 

 <> 
 Fish and Wildlife Service 

  
STATE OF ________________  )  
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF ______________ )  
 

On this ______ day of _______________, 2016, before me, a Notary Public for this 
County, personally appeared __________________, to me known to be the person who executed 
the foregoing instrument, and to me known to be the _____________________________ for the 
State of Minnesota, Fish and Wildlife Service, and acknowledged that this person executed the 
foregoing instrument as the free act and deed of the United States of America by virtue and in 
pursuance of authority duly conferred upon that person.   

  
Notary Public 

 
 

THIS INSTRUMENT DRAFTED BY: 
Rinke Noonan (AAR) 
300 US Bank Plaza, 
1015 West St. Germain Street 
P.O. Box 1497 
St. Cloud, MN  56302-1497 
(320) 251-6700   
Our File No. 03421-0094 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS RESEARCH INSTITUTE, INC.
1202 Richardson Dr.Suite 405
Richardson, Texas 75080
Phone: 1-800-447-9778              Fax: 909-307-3049
DUNS Number: 06-313-4175    CAGE Code: 0AMS3

Quotation # 20486825
Date:

Customer # 195129     Contract # 2014MPA1154

North Fork Crow River Watershed
District
100 Prairie Ave N
Brooten, MN 56316
ATTENTION:  Chris Lundeen
PHONE:         (320) 346-4339
FAX:

To expedite your order, please attach a copy of
this quotation to your purchase order.
Quote is valid from: 04/26/2016 To: 07/25/2016

April 26, 2016

The items on this quotation are subject to the terms set forth herein and the terms of your signed agreement with Esri, if any, or, where applicable, Esri's 
standard terms and conditions at www.esri.com/legal, which are incorporated by reference. Federal government entities and government prime 
contractors authorized under FAR 51.1 may purchase under the terms of Esri's GSA Federal Supply Schedule. Acceptance is limited to the terms of this 
quotation. Esri objects to and expressly rejects any different or additional terms contained in any purchase order, offer, or confirmation sent to or to be 
sent by buyer. All terms of this quotation will be incorporated into and become part of any additional agreement regarding Esri's products and services.

If sending remittance, please address to: Esri, File No. 54630, Los Angeles, Ca 90074-4630

This offer is limited to the terms and conditions incorporated and attached herein.HOFFMANJ

For questions contact: Jay Hoffman Email: jhoffman@esri.com Phone: 1-800-447-9778 x5675

Esri may charge a fee to cover expenses related to any customer requirement to use a proprietary vendor management, procurement, or invoice program.

93168 1 ArcGIS Spatial Analyst for Desktop Single Use License 2,060.00 2,060.00

93198 1 ArcGIS for Desktop Basic Single Use License 1,236.00 1,236.00

Item Total: 3,296.00

Material Qty Description Unit Price Total

Estimated Shipping & Handling(2 Day Delivery) : 0.00
Contract Pricing Adjust: 0.00

Subtotal: 3,296.00
Sales Tax: 226.60

The following items are optional items listed for your convenience.
These items are not included in the totals of this quotation.

93094 1 ArcGIS for Desktop Basic with Extensions Single Use Primary Maintenance 1,000.00 1,000.00

Material Qty Description Unit Price Total

*The single use extension quoted herein will extend the functionality of one of 
your ArcGIS Desktop Single Use licenses.  Maintenance on the extension follows 
the maintenance of the core license; your annual maintenance will be adjusted at 
the next maintenance renewal term to include the extension.

Total: $3,522.60
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MAMAMAMAMAWD Summer WD Summer WD Summer WD Summer WD Summer TTTTTourourourourour
Bluff Country on the Mississippi

Wednesday, June 22 to Friday, June 24, 2016

Winona, Minnesota

Minnesota Association of
Watershed Districts
Land and Water Shall Be Preserved

Land Use and Water Management of Southeast
Minnesota River Bluffs
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Winona was settled by non-Native Americans in 1851, and the town was laid out into lots in 1852-3 with
growth expanding rapidly over the years. The original settlers were Yankee immigrants from New England. The
population increased from 815 in December, 1855, to 3,000 in December, 1856. In 1856 German immigrants
arrived as well.  The Germans and the Yankees worked together planting trees and building businesses based
on lumber, wheat, steamboating and railroads. For a time, Winona had more millionaires than any other city
of its size in the United States.

Growth in Winona was built on a railway and steamboat transportation system, wheat milling, and lumber. In
1856 over 1,300 steamboats stopped at Winona. The railway system grew and the Winona Railway Bridge,
built of steel and iron with a steam-powered swingspan over the river, was the second railway bridge to span
the Mississippi. The first train crossed on July 4, 1891 and the bridge served the Green Bay & Western (GBW)
and Burlington Route for the next 94 years until it was closed in 1985 and dismantled in the fall of 1990. In
1892, a wagon toll-bridge over the Mississippi, a steel high-bridge, was completed and remained in service until
1942.

The 2016 MAWD Summer Tour will focus on land and water management of the Southeast Minnesota bluff
country, based in Winona.  The tour will highlight the Mississippi River as a working river with a tour of
Lock and Dam #5 as well as a boat tour of the Mississippi River and the efforts to manage a large river
system.  The tour will also highlight farming operations in the bluff country and the efforts of two farms to
implement productive and sustainable practices.  Additional highlights of the 2016 MAWD Summer Tour
will be learning about flood management and recovery in the town of Stockton and storm water
management in the City of Winona.

The Mississippi River is the fourth longest river in the world, flowing 2,350 miles from Lake Itasca in Minne-
sota to the Gulf of Mexico.  In Minnesota, the river flows through valleys, bluffs, prairies, and woodlands in
a variety of flow rates and widths. Portions of the river have been designated as a Wild and Scenic river.

Land Use and Water Management of SouthEast
Minnesota River Bluffs

Bluff Country on the Mississippi

AFTER THE TOUR - Visit Winona at www.visitwinona.com
Winona Vinyards - www.visitwinona.com/things-to-do/winonas-wine-country

Winona Tour Boat - The 64 passenger Winona Tour Boat offers tours such as

eagle and wildlife cruises and a sunset dinner cruise.  $15 adults

The Great River Road: One of America’s most scenic byways

Dining and Nightlife at www.visit Winona

Pg 2
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Wednesday, June 22
10 AM - 2:00 PM Association of District Administrators
2:00 - 5:00 PM MAWD Board Meeting
6:00 – 8:00 PM Registration at Minnesota Marine Art Museum
7:00 - 8:00 PM Welcome and Tour Overview

Minnesota Marine Art Museum - on the Mississippi
8:00-9:00 PM BBQ and tour of the

Minnesota Marine Art Museum

     A shuttle will be available
from the Plaza lobby to the
Marine Art Museum and
back from 6:00 to 9:30

The Minnesota Marine Art Museum is an art museum located on the banks of the Mississippi
River in Winona, Minnesota. The MMAM features five galleries of world-class art and artifacts
including impressionism and Hudson River School paintings, marine art, folk art sculptures
and traveling exhibits. Located on the banks of the Mississippi River, the Museum is located in
a unique, turn-of-the-century-style building and landscaped with over 60,000 native plants.

The Museum's focus is on marine and maritime art and artists' relationship with water.
Notable artists with works featured at the Museum include Paul Cézanne, Paul Gauguin,
Claude Monet, J. M. W. Turner, and Vincent van Gogh.

One of two surviving versions of Washington Crossing the Delaware by Emanuel Leutze was
acquired in 2014 for the MMAM. This version of the painting, the third and final version
created by Leutze, is a smaller scale version which most recently was on display at the
White House prior to its acquisition by the MMAM. Pg 3
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Thursday - June 23 Events
7:00 - 8:45 am Breakfast at the Green Mill - attached to the Plaza Hotel

9:00 - 3:30 Summer Tour  -  Tour bus leaves Plaza lobby

After the Tour - enjoy Winona!

Tour Highlights

This dam structure features an unusually long earth embankment that runs more than 18,000 feet long. The
embankment runs upriver along the Wisconsin side for over 3 miles before it turns east to cross the river
channel. This has the effect of creating a large amount of wet lands area behind the embankment that only
sees a water inflow during times of very high water.

Cal Fremling Interpretive Center & Classroom
The Cal Fremling Interpretive Center & Floating Classroom is a state-of-the-art vessel dedicated to creating a
greater understanding of the broad multi-faceted nature of the Mississippi River, providing a distinctive, high-

quality application of knowledge to thousands of
students of every age within the region. It serves as
a gateway to exploration and knowledge.

The vessel offers many and varied hands-on learning
experiences and will enable WSU faculty and staff to
inspire and educate future generations about the
significance of the River, providing experiential
learning opportunities through varied curriculums.
We will seek greater knowledge of the history,

environment, literature, natural and social sciences, folklore, visual and performing arts and economics of the
Mississippi River through research, teaching and outreach.

Lock and Dam No. 5 is a lock and dam located
between Buffalo County, Wisconsin and Winona
County, Minnesota on the Upper Mississippi River
around river mile 738.1. It was constructed and
placed in operation May 1935. The site underwent
major rehabilitation from 1987 through 1998. The
dam consists of concrete structure 1,619 feet long
with six roller gates and 28 tainter gates and an earth
embankment 18,000 feet long. The lock is 110 feet
wide by 600 feet long.

"The Upper Mississippi navigation project is one
element of the system of inland waterway improve-
ments to link the agricultural Middle West with the industrial East, and the Great Lakes with the Gulf of Mexico.
The gates are steel and the electrically driven operating machinery is housed in the structures on top of the
piers. The control-gate section occupies the entire width of the low-water channel and sections of fixed dam
extend on either side of it to the bluffs. An overflow spillway section is provided to aid the passage of flood
water. A lock section is provided at one of the river banks to accommodate navigation.

Pg 4
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Garvin Heights Overlook
Garvin Heights Park features a beautiful stone overlook with a
spectacular view of the Mississippi Valley surrounding Winona.
On a clear day the scene stretches 17 miles.

Earth Be Glad Farm
Mike and Jennifer Rupprecht operate Earth-Be-Glad Farm.  Earth-

Be-Glad Farm is located in the bluff country of southeastern

Minnesota. The farm site is found at the head of “Rupprecht’s

Valley”, settled by Mike’s great-great grandfather in 1860.

Wilhelm Rupprecht was forced to give up valley farming in 1914 after repeated flooding due to poor

farming and tillage practices on the ridges. The Rupprechts have made it their goal to farm those same

hilltops in a manner which will prevent erosion and actually restore fertile soil so that their descendants

and others can enjoy a place of bounty and beauty.

Earth-Be-Glad Farm is a family farm dedicated to producing healthy and nutritious food from the soil up.

They raise 100% grassfed beef and free-range chickens humanely and sustainably on their organic farm in

SE Minnesota.  The farm offers certified organic chicken raised on homegrown organic grains. Earth-Be-

Glad Farm has been certified organic by MOSA since 2001, grass-based and selling direct to consumers for

over 25 years.  At this tour stop, we will learn about the operation of a small certified organic farming

operation.

Daley Farms
Daley Farm is a family owned and operated dairy farm.  The dairy
operation does not use robotic milkers. They have a carousal parlor
that rotates the cows through.  The rotary has 48 stalls for milking
1,426 cows three times daily.  The farm uses sand bedding in their
stalls to improve the health and productivity of their cows.  They use
a manure separator for waste management.  The farm also uses
natural ventilation for their barns. They have installed several
grassed waterways for conservation practices; as well as
incorporate winter rye for cover crop.

Additional tour stops may include the City of Stockton and their flood damage recovery efforts.

After the Tour  -  Enjoy Winona
www.visitwinona.com

Pg 5
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Spouses Tour - Thursday, June 23
Bus leaves Plaza lobby at 9:30

THE PICKWICK MILL was built from 1856 to 1858 by Thomas
Grant and Wilson Davis and is one of the oldest water pow-
ered gristmills found in southeast Minnesota. The mill was
constructed as a sawmill, and later converted to a flour
gristmill, on the banks of Big Trout Creek located in Pickwick,
Minnesota. The mill ran 24 hours a day during the Civil War
and produced 100 barrels daily for the Union Army. A

The mill was built from locally quarried limestone, with a
timber frame that was so closely fit, that nails were not used
(outside of the floor). The six story building was severely
damaged in 1907 when a tornado took off the roof and top
storage room. The mill was then retrofitted with a flat plank
roof. The mill has been restored to a gable roof that is reminis-
cent of the original design.

The museum and store at The Watkins Building is only one of the two highlights there -- the other is the
lobby of the office building itself, which is a wonder of marble and stained glass, and is part of the "stained
glass tour" of Winona. The history of Watkins Co. is fascinating

Watkins Heritage

Museum and Gift Shop

Lunch at the Pickwick Inn and a stop at the Garvin Overlook

Friday - June 24
7:30 - 8:45 AM Breakfast Buffet - GreenMill

9:00 AM The Effect of Climate Change on Insurance Rates
Mark Kulda, Minnesota Insurance Federation

10:15 AM The Unique Challenges of a City on the Mississippi,
flood prevention and Storm Water Management
City of Winona Public Works

                                   Pg 6
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MAWD Summer Tour
June 22-24, 2016

Registration Form by Mail  -  Registration Deadline June 10, 2016
To register online via credit card visit www.mnwatershed.org

(Please use one form per party: copy as needed)
Name ______________________________________________________________________

Organization ________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________City/Zip

TOUR REGISTRATION $160 (includes all meals) $160

TOTAL DUE  $ ___________

The Plaza Hotel & Suites
1025 Highway 61 E
Winona, MN 55987

Phone 507-453-0303

Holiday Inn Express
1128 Homer Road
Winona, MN  55987

Phone 507-474-1700

Room Rate $129 to $174 + tax
Ask for block MWD

Room Rate $118.99 + tax
Ask for block code MWD

Spouse (no registration fee) Name ___________________________________

Credit card registration at mnwatershed.org.
Questions: MAWD office at 651-452-8506 or  pegbohn@gmail.com.

Make Checks Payable to/mail to MAWD:
540 Diffley Road, St. Paul, MN 55123

Phone ________________ (Day) Email ___________________________________

Hotel reservation deadlines - May 22, 2016

www.plazawinona.com www.hiexpress.com/Winona

*** My spouse will attend the Winona area bus tour _______

*** My spouse will attend the Spouses’ Tour _______

SPOUSE MEAL PACKAGE $75
Includes Wednesday Reception, Thursday Breakfast, tour of your choice,
Thursday Lunch and Friday Breakfast $75

Pg 7
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MAWD
540 Diffley Road
St. Paul, MN  55123-1601

MAMAMAMAMAWD Summer WD Summer WD Summer WD Summer WD Summer TTTTTourourourourour
Bluff Country on the Mississippi
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Resolution # 2016-10 

 
Resolution to set 2016 Billable Rates for Intern Position  
 
WHEREAS, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District is acting drainage authority 
for legal county drainage ditch systems within their boundaries and in order to fulfill the 
responsibilities of drainage authority, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Staff spend work hours managing drainage system activities; 
 
WHEREAS, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District manages grant funding and 
in order to complete outcomes required in the grant contract, staff must track and bill 
time directly or indirectly to those grants; 
 
WHEREAS, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District partners with other entities 
on various events and projects and must track and bill time directly or indirectly to those 
entities; 
 
WHEREAS, the internship position may be required to work a number of allowed hours 
on weekends due to District obligations under current grant contracts; these hours will be 
flexed from regular work week hours and not in addition to regular hours. 
 
THERFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the North Fork Crow River 
Watershed District will bill staff time spent working on eligible activities for the Intern 
position for 2016 at $25.46 per hour according to the BWSR approved process for 
calculating billable rates. 
 
THERFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the North Fork Crow River 
Watershed District that the intern work week will commence from the period of Saturday 
to Friday of each week. 
 
WHEREUPON, the above resolution was adopted by the Board of Manager of the North 
Fork Crow River Watershed District at its regular meeting May 9th 2016. 
 
 
 
_____________________________                                           May 9th, 2016 
James Wuertz, President NFCRWD                                                    Dated 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________                                  May 9th, 2016 
John Hanson,  Secretary                                               Dated 
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BEFORE THE NORTH FORK CROW RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT,  
ACTING AS DRAINAGE AUTHORITY  
FOR STEARNS COUNTY DITCH #37 

Findings of Fact and Order Regarding 
Redetermination of Benefits, Pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes 103E.351 

 
 WHEREAS, Stearns County Ditch #37 has not been redetermined for decades; and 

 WHEREAS, a request was made by benefitted landowners to order the Redetermination of 

Benefits of Stearns County Ditch #37; and 

 WHEREAS, a presentation by landowners and discussion was held by the North Fork Crow 

River Watershed District on April 11, 2016. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, based on the information presented and the evidence and based on a 

review of the Stearns County Ditch #37 file, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District, acting as 

Drainage Authority for Stearns County Ditch #37 makes the following Findings of Fact and Order: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. That the benefits and damages do not reflect reasonable present day land values. 

2. That the benefitted acres and area has likely changed using today’s viewing standards. 

ORDER 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby ordered that a Redetermination of Benefits for Stearns 

County Ditch #37 is ordered and that ____________________, __________________, and 

_____________________, are hereby appointed viewers to proceed to prepare a Viewers’ 

Redetermination Report.  That further, __________________ is hereby appoint engineer to provide 

engineering data as requested by the viewers.   

Dated this ___ day of ______________, 2016. 
 

NORTH FORK CROW RIVER WATERSHED 
DISTRICT, ACTING AS DRAINAGE AUTHORITY 
FOR STEARNS COUNTY DITCH #37  

 
     By_______________________________ 

       Its Chairperson 
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Pope/Stearns JD1 Branch 12 Repair

Item Item Description Unit Quantity Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension

2.01 AND 

2021.501 MOBILIZATION LUMP SUM 1 5,000.00$    5,000.00$        2,881.88$    2,881.88$        10,000.00$  10,000.00$     1,400.00$    1,400.00$        1,000.00$    1,000.00$        3,000.00$    3,000.00$        5,000.00$    5,000.00$        10,800.00$  10,800.00$     15,000.00$  15,000.00$     10,000.00$  10,000.00$    
2.02 AND 

2101.512 CLEARING (P) ACRE 0.5 5,000.00$    2,500.00$        4,700.00$    2,350.00$        3,000.00$    1,500.00$        880.00$       440.00$           4,000.00$    2,000.00$        3,000.00$    1,500.00$        8,500.00$    4,250.00$        2,250.00$    1,125.00$        3,000.00$    1,500.00$        18,000.00$  9,000.00$       
2.03 WATER CONTROL LUMP SUM 1 5,000.00$    5,000.00$        500.00$       500.00$           1,000.00$    1,000.00$        850.00$       850.00$           1,000.00$    1,000.00$        2,000.00$    2,000.00$        1,000.00$    1,000.00$        2,500.00$    2,500.00$        3,500.00$    3,500.00$        100.00$       100.00$          
2.04 OPEN CHANNEL EXCAVATION LIN. FT. 34,280 2.00$          68,560.00$      0.60$          20,568.00$     1.55$          53,134.00$     1.88$          64,446.40$     0.89$          30,509.20$     2.25$          77,130.00$     2.35$          80,558.00$     1.50$          51,420.00$     1.50$          51,420.00$     3.00$          102,840.00$  
2.05 3/4 CY BACKHOE HOUR 4 150.00$       600.00$           125.00$       500.00$           150.00$       600.00$           220.00$       880.00$           150.00$       600.00$           150.00$       600.00$           120.00$       480.00$           100.00$       400.00$           150.00$       600.00$           150.00$       600.00$          
2.06 REMOVE & DISPOSE OF INPLACE CULVERTS LIN. FT. 435 15.00$         6,525.00$        10.00$         4,350.00$        2.50$          1,087.50$        5.00$          2,175.00$        3.44$          1,496.40$        10.00$         4,350.00$        10.00$         4,350.00$        10.00$         4,350.00$        6.00$          2,610.00$        10.00$         4,350.00$       
2.07 SALVAGE & REINSTALL CULVERT LIN. FT. 64 40.00$         2,560.00$        25.00$         1,600.00$        25.00$         1,600.00$        8.00$          512.00$           148.43$       9,499.52$        20.00$         1,280.00$        15.00$         960.00$           30.00$         1,920.00$        8.00$          512.00$           100.00$       6,400.00$       
2.08 AND 

2501.511 60" RCP CULVERT LIN. FT. 16 220.00$       3,520.00$        300.00$       4,800.00$        300.00$       4,800.00$        227.73$       3,643.68$        250.00$       4,000.00$        250.00$       4,000.00$        350.00$       5,600.00$        611.00$       9,776.00$        450.00$       7,200.00$        250.00$       4,000.00$       
2.08 AND 

2501.511 60" HDPE CULVERT LIN. FT. 308 120.00$       36,960.00$      150.00$       46,200.00$     125.00$       38,500.00$     105.67$       32,546.36$     160.45$       49,418.60$     166.00$       51,128.00$     125.00$       38,500.00$     132.00$       40,656.00$     160.00$       49,280.00$     149.50$       46,046.00$    
2.08 60" GS APRONS EACH 4 3,000.00$    12,000.00$      2,500.00$    10,000.00$     2,200.00$    8,800.00$        1,726.15$    6,904.60$        2,500.00$    10,000.00$     2,500.00$    10,000.00$     2,500.00$    10,000.00$     2,234.00$    8,936.00$        2,500.00$    10,000.00$     1,900.00$    7,600.00$       
2.08 AND 

2501.511 36" HDPE CULVERT LIN. FT. 110 60.00$         6,600.00$        40.00$         4,400.00$        46.00$         5,060.00$        44.23$         4,865.30$        100.00$       11,000.00$     75.00$         8,250.00$        52.75$         5,802.50$        60.00$         6,600.00$        75.00$         8,250.00$        63.00$         6,930.00$       
2.08 AND 

2501.511 24" HDPE CULVERT LIN. FT. 64 45.00$         2,880.00$        30.00$         1,920.00$        29.00$         1,856.00$        25.07$         1,604.48$        77.81$         4,980.10$        30.00$         1,920.00$        35.00$         2,240.00$        41.00$         2,624.00$        55.00$         3,520.00$        48.00$         3,072.00$       
2.08 AND 

2501.511 18" HDPE CULVERT LIN. FT. 110 35.00$         3,850.00$        28.00$         3,080.00$        24.00$         2,640.00$        19.17$         2,108.70$        65.81$         7,239.10$        20.00$         2,200.00$        30.00$         3,300.00$        31.00$         3,410.00$        50.00$         5,500.00$        42.00$         4,620.00$       
2.08 AND 

2575.501 SEEDING – (P) ACRE 20 125.00$       2,500.00$        1,400.00$    28,000.00$     75.00$         1,500.00$        510.00$       10,200.00$     500.00$       10,000.00$     100.00$       2,000.00$        500.00$       10,000.00$     1,015.00$    20,300.00$     1,000.00$    20,000.00$     515.00$       10,300.00$    
2.08 AND 

2575.605 SEED, MIXTURE SPECIAL - (P) POUND 2,000 4.00$          8,000.00$        2.75$          5,500.00$        3.25$          6,500.00$        3.05$          6,100.00$        2.50$          5,000.00$        3.00$          6,000.00$        3.25$          6,500.00$        8.55$          17,100.00$     10.00$         20,000.00$     3.05$          6,100.00$       
2.08 AND 

2575.511 MULCH MATERIAL, TYPE 1 - (P) TON 40 200.00$       8,000.00$        150.00$       6,000.00$        200.00$       8,000.00$        140.00$       5,600.00$        87.50$         3,500.00$        150.00$       6,000.00$        150.00$       6,000.00$        171.00$       6,840.00$        125.00$       5,000.00$        140.00$       5,600.00$       
2.08 AND 

2575.519 DISK ANCHORING - (P) ACRE 20 125.00$       2,500.00$        100.00$       2,000.00$        50.00$         1,000.00$        155.00$       3,100.00$        250.00$       5,000.00$        50.00$         1,000.00$        200.00$       4,000.00$        321.00$       6,420.00$        200.00$       4,000.00$        160.00$       3,200.00$       
2573.540 FILTER LOG, TYPE STRAW BIOROLL (10 In. Dia.) LIN. FT. 600 4.00$          2,400.00$        2.71$          1,626.00$        2.00$          1,200.00$        3.00$          1,800.00$        4.16$          2,496.00$        3.00$          1,800.00$        8.00$          4,800.00$        8.55$          5,130.00$        5.00$          3,000.00$        3.00$          1,800.00$       
2.09 SWPPP DOCUMENTATION & REPORTING LUMP SUM 1 2,500.00$    2,500.00$        700.00$       700.00$           500.00$       500.00$           500.00$       500.00$           500.00$       500.00$           500.00$       500.00$           1,000.00$    1,000.00$        1,000.00$    1,000.00$        7,500.00$    7,500.00$        100.00$       100.00$          

146,975.88$   149,277.50$   149,678.08$   169,238.60$   182,658.00$   194,340.50$   202,432.00$   218,392.00$   232,658.00$  
182,455.00$   146,975.88$   149,277.50$  149,676.52$  159,238.92$  184,658.00$  194,340.50$   201,307.00$   218,392.00$  232,658.00$ 

Bid Tabulation

MBC Drainage LLCMr. Dirt Tim Crompton

North Fork Crow Watershed District 

Engineers Calculated Total

Bid Form Reported Total

AgTechBrey Tiling & Excavating
May 2, 2016

Land Pride Const.Tony's Outdoor Services Kampsen ExcavatingKoehl ExcavatingEngineer's Estimate
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BEFORE THE NORTH FORK CROW RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT,  
ACTING AS DRAINAGE AUTHORITY  

FOR STEARNS COUNTY DITCH 7 AND STEARNS COUNTY DITCH 7A 

Findings of Fact and Order Regarding 
Redetermination of Benefits, Pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes 103E.351 

 
 WHEREAS, Stearns County Ditch 7 and Stearns County Ditch 7A are the main channel and a 

lateral that outlet to the same location; and 

 WHEREAS, the current benefit rolls for Stearns County Ditch 7 and Stearns County Ditch 7A 

have conflicting benefits due to the dates of their establishment; and 

 WHEREAS, landowners have requested that a Redetermination of Benefits be completed as to 

make Stearns County Ditch 7 and Stearns County Ditch 7A benefits and damages consistent; and 

 WHEREAS, at some point after the Redetermination of Benefits is completed, there may be a 

discussion concerning the consolidation of Stearns County Ditch 7 and Stearns County Ditch 7A. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, based on the information within the Stearns County Ditch 7 and Stearns 

County Ditch 7A files and other evidence presented, the North Fork Crow River Watershed District, 

acting as the Drainage Authority for Stearns County Ditch 7 and Stearns County Ditch 7A makes the 

following Findings of Fact and Order: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. That the benefits and damages for Stearns County Ditch 7 and Stearns County Ditch 7A 
do not reflect reasonable present day land values.  

2. That the benefits and damages for Stearns County Ditch 7 and Stearns County Ditch 7A 
are inconsistent. 

3. That the benefitted areas for Stearns County Ditch 7 and Stearns County Ditch 7A may 
have changed using today’s viewing standards. 

ORDER 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby ordered that a Redetermination of Benefits for Stearns 

County Ditch 7 and Stearns County Ditch 7A is ordered and that ________________________, 

________________________, and ______________________ are appointed viewers to proceed to 
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prepare a Viewers’ Redetermination Report.  That further, ________________________ is appointed 

engineer to provide engineering data as requested by viewers. 

Dated this ___ day of ______________, 2016. 
 

NORTH FORK CROW RIVER WATERSHED 
DISTRICT, ACTING AS DRAINAGE AUTHORITY 
FOR STEARNS COUNTY DITCH 7 AND STEARNS 
COUNTY DITCH 7A  

 
     By_______________________________ 

       Its Chairperson 
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WEEKLY PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
Houston Engineering, Inc. 
6901 East Fish Lake Road, Suite 140 
Maple Grove, MN  55369 Ph. (763) 493-4522 

Week Ending: 4/29/2016 

 

Project:  Meeker County Ditch 43 Repair Project 
                 
                 
Project No:  5021-017 Contractor: Troy Soine, Land Pride Construction, LLC. 

 
Owner:      North Fork Crow River Watershed District 

 

Weather Summary This Week:  Mainly overcast and cool, with temperatures in 40’s and low 50’s 
with occasional rain throughout the week.   
 
Work Completed This Week:   

 Steel fish barrier has been removed and placed in storage at Land Pride’s yard.  
 Bank repair was completed and erosion control blanket installed at site east of 560th Ave 

(approximate station 146+00). Bank repair was in process and likely to be completed by end of 
week at site west of 555th Ave (approximate station 104+00).  

 Open channel excavation, clearing and spoil pile leveling are nearing completion, expected by 
week’s end.  

 Culvert extension was installed upstream of 555th Ave. culvert and Flexamat installed around 
extension on Wednesday. Riprap was also installed on the downstream side of the 555th Ave. 
culvert 

 
Problems and Anticipated Work Not Completed:  Wet conditions delayed the leveling of spoil 
from open channel excavation and some cleared trees still need to be removed. The cleared area and 
condition of spoil piles will need to be field verified when drier conditions allow completion.  
 
Projected Work Schedule for Next Week:   Complete spoil pile leveling when drier conditions 
allow, prepare soil and seed.  
 
Laboratory or Field Tests This Week:   None. 

Changes Authorized to Original Plans/Specs.:  
Channels dug into existing spoil pile on left side of channel near stations 95+00 to 100+00 
 
Resident Project Representative: 
        Ian Olson-Holmly 

Date: 4/27/2016        
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WEEKLY PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
 
 
 

 
Culvert extension installed at 555th Ave. 
 

 
 
Flexamat installation on upstream side of culvert around extension at 555th Ave. 
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WEEKLY PROJECT SUMMARY 
 

 
Riprap installed in scour hole, downstream side of culvert at 555th Ave. 
 

 
Bank repair spot completed on east side of 560th Ave. (approximate station 146+00) 
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WEEKLY PROJECT SUMMARY 
 

 
Channel excavation and clearing at Station 42+00 looking southeast. 
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