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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 

Approved Regular Meeting Minutes 
April 13, 2026 

  

Managers Present: Jim Barchenger, Bob Brauchler, Ross Amundson, Jim Weller 
Managers Absent: Joe Flanders 
Staff Present: Colton Henjum, Chloe Truebenbach, Jeremy Barchenger  
Others Present: Owen Berendt, Randy Spanier, Boyd Fischer, Thomas Hopfer 
 

1. Call to Order 
President Brauchler called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
 

2. Review and Approve Agenda 
Motion to approve the amended agenda made by Barchenger, seconded by Weller. Motion carried. 
 

3. Consent Agenda Items 
1. Treasurer’s Report and Bills to April 13, 2026 

a. Check Register - 106 Bonanza Checking Acct 
b. P & L Detail – All Accounts 
c. Balance Sheet – All Accounts 

Motion to approve consent agenda made by Amundson, seconded by Barchenger. Roll call. 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Brauchler, Amundson, Weller    Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 

4. Minutes 
March 9, 2026 regular meeting minutes. 
Motion to approve March 9, 2026 regular meeting minutes made by Amundson, seconded by Weller. Motion carried. 
 

5. Staff Reports 
A.  Administrator’s Report: Colton Henjum 
 

1. Activities  
Henjum noted activities including TAC meeting, grant work, ditch work, and audit work. Also, the Watershed has 
completed interviews for the summer internship program and offered the position to a local college student. He 
accepted and will be starting at the end of May.  
2. MADI Conference Update  
Henjum attended the MADI conference in Willmar. He provided an update on current bills related to water and 
drainage for this year’s legislative session. He also shared notes from a presentation from the DNR on the public 
water inventory updates that are currently taking place across the state.  
  
B.  Watershed Project Coordinator’s Report: Chloe Truebenbach  
1. Activities  
Truebenbach listed her activities for the month including lake projects, education events at BBE Schools, Arc GIS 
training, and water sampling.   
 
 
6. Program Reports 
 

A. Permit Reports:  
 
1.Drainge Request 2026-01: A permit for CD32 was shared with the board. The request was to clean the debris 
from the culver located on 320th St. and clean the sediment from a washout upstream. Motion to have Henjum 
coordinate with MBC Drainage to clean sediment from the culvert and install a side inlet upstream made by 
Barchenger, seconded by Amundson. Roll call. 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Brauchler, Amundson, Weller    Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
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B. Drainage Report:  
1. CD5 Repair Petition 
Joe Lewis with Huston Engineering presented a repair report to the board for the CD5 petitioned repair. A brief 
discussion was held on what location should be used to hold a hearing for the repair in May. Landowners from CD5 
suggested the hearing be held in the District Conference room. Motion to set a hearing for the petitioned CD5 repair 
at 8:00 pm in the District conference   room made by Amundson, seconded by Barchenger. Motion carried. Henjum 
will send out notices and coordinate with attorney Kolb and engineer Lewis.  
 
2. CD37 Crossing Washout 
A landowner had contacted Henjum and noted a crossing had washed out on CD37. A field visit was conducted and 
photos were shared with the board. Henjum stated he would like to have MBC Drainage repair the crossing and rip 
rap both ends to prevent future problems. Motion to have Henjum work with MBC to fix the crossing made by 
Weller, seconded by Barchenger. Roll call. 
Affirmative: Barchenger, Brauchler, Amundson, Weller    Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
3. Other Ditch Business 
Henjum noted the tile work was completed on JD1 Branch 12 Fork 6, and the next steps were putting in rip rap and 
rock armor around the intake and outlet.   
 
 
7. Open Discussion from the Public 
 

8. Items for Next Meeting Agenda:  
 

9. Board Member Reports: Bob Brauchler attended the 1W1P policy committee meeting.   
 

10. Calendar Review 
 

11. Closed Session:   
Motion to close the open meeting to conduct employee reviews made by Amundson, seconded by Weller. Motion 
carried.  
 
Motion to close the closed session and return to open meeting made by Weller, seconded by Amundson. Motion 
carried.  
 
Motion to adjust Jeremy Barchenger’s salary made by Amundson, seconded by Weller. Roll call. 
Affirmative: Brauchler, Amundson, Weller Abstain: Barchenger   Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
12. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Weller, seconded by Barchenger. Motion carried.  
 

 
 
 
 

Ross Amundson - Secretary 
 

Colton Henjum
Stamp


